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T H E 

P H I L O S O P H I C A L REVIEW. 

T H E R E L A T I O N S O F S T R U C T U R A L A N D F U N C ­

T I O N A L P S Y C H O L O G Y T O P H I L O S O P H Y . 

T H H E tendencies w h i c h have contr ibuted to render p s y c h o l o g y 

J - so l a rge ly independent of p h i l o s o p h y are fo r the most part 

ident ical w i t h those w h i c h have b rough t it under the g u i d i n g i n ­

fluence of b i o l o g y . T h e prevalent disposi t ion to m o d e l p s y c h o ­

log ica l procedure upon b io log ica l patterns is a conspicuous e x ­

pression of the force of this influence, and one w h i c h has l ed to 

some interest ing anomalies in current p s y c h o l o g i c a l usages. 

W h e n one undertakes to treat the mind as an organism, it is 

natural to suppose that one m a y adopt the practice o f the b i o ­

l o g i c a l sciences and proceed to the const ruct ion o f a mental 

anatomy, dea l ing w i th the facts of psych ica l structure, and a m e n ­

tal p h y s i o l o g y , deal ing w i t h psych ica l func t ion . Indeed, this is 

apparent ly the precise p rog ram w h i c h many of our con tempo­

ra ry psycho log i s t s attempt to execute. T h e leg i t imacy o f the 

dist inct ion between the structure and the func t ion of conscious­

ness is assumed as essentially self-evident. I n v iew o f this fact, 

it is not wi thout s ignif icance that psychologis t s shou ld have fa i led 

to f o l l o w more consistent ly the example o f the biologists , w h o 

have developed m o r p h o l o g y and anatomy, on the one hand, and 

p h y s i o l o g y , on the other, as relat ively independent sciences. 

Cer t a in ly no psycho log i s t has as yet attempted either a p u r e l y 

s t ructural or a pu re ly func t iona l account of consciousness. M o r e ­

over, there is c o m m o n l y no disposi t ion to countenance the ideal 

i m p l i e d in such an under taking , and in practice p s y c h o l o g y ap­

pears as a science engaged w i th bo th the ana tomy and the p h y s ­

i o l o g y o f the mind . It is the purpose of the present paper to 


