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LA ANTROPOLOGTA EN UN MOMENTO CRUCIAL

Uno de los debates culturales mas acuciantes y necesarios
de este fin de milenio es, sin duda, el debate sobre el hombre.
En concreto, el interrogante que suscita mayor interés es el
relativo a le 1igualdad y diferencia entre masculinidad vy
feminidad, como lo pone de manifiesto la creaci6on de Departamen-
tos de Women"s Studies y de Men"s Studies.

Hoy en dia son muchas las ciencias que dilucidan en qué
consiste ser varon y ser mujer. Estan en primer lugar las
Ciencias bioldgicas, en especial la Genética, la Endocrinologia
y la Neurologia. Por otra parte estan las Ciencias humanas: desde
la Psicologia, la Sociologia y la Antropologia.

Los abundantes datos que hay de todas estas ciencias han
Ilevado a la necesidad de una aclaracién terminolégica, distin-
guiendo entre la doble realidad del sexo y del género. Pero sobre
todo estan reclamando una sintesis desde el punto de vista de la
antropologia filoséfica. Urge encontrar el estatuto ontolégico
de la diferencia de la condicién sexuada, que esclarezca Ila
peculiar complementariedad entre varén y mujer en todos los
ambitos del actuar humano.

El ambito de la distincioén parece que ha de ser el mismo que
el de 1la igualdad: ser persona, el participar de una misma
naturaleza y la misidn comin que ambos tienen: la familia y el
dominio del mundo.
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Section 23. Women and Philosophy

The Metamorphosis of Motherhood

Motherhood, as traditionally understood, is obsolete. It is not yet as
obsolete as, say, knighthood, but it is moving just as inevitably in the
same direction. No one wants to admit that, but it is true. Traditional-
ists are horrified. Most men are uncertain. And even progressive women
are ambivalent. We don"t know what it will mean. On the one hand women
fight against stereotypes and discriminations that conLinue to restrict us
to the home, block our access to the public sphere, retard our
participation in the world at large; but on the other hand, (at least most)
women are no more prepared for a radical change of role than men are,, Or
so we think. Women, like men, do not know what to do, how to act, how to
evaluate ourselves, if the standards we should use are radically different
from the standards we grew up with.

Basic change is difficult. So we avoid it by means of every tactic
and device that we can find. And some reject change altogether. The "new
right” calls for a return to traditional family values, meaning, as 1
understand it, that women should Stop working for pay or at least stop
thinking that it is important, and return to the traditional relationships
of the nuclear family that featured a male breadwinner and a female home-
maker who was a full time wife and mother. Conservative evangelists and
politicians proclaim the virtnea of r.rAiiM onal nna c¢hide
working women and feminists for supposedly pursuing their own interests at
the expense of the moral development of their children. And even some

feminists theorize that women are somehow naturally domestic and nurturing
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Ceknua ¢3

H.CHOwHa

JOKTOP (MNOCONCKNX HayK
WHCTUTYT dunocogun PAH
Mocksa» Poccus

FeHAepHbIA NOAXOA: 3BPUCTUYECKNE BO3MOXHOCTM
N TeopeTuyeckue TPYAHOCTH

ABTOp MCXOAMT W3 Te3nca 06 3BPUCTUYECKON 3HAYMMOCTW COLMOTreHaep-
HOro nogxoZa v 06 oboraweHuu guaocodun B pe3ynHTaTe WUCNoib30BaHMA
(bemuHn3moM 3TOW METOAONOTNYECKO HOBaUWM; B (uNOCOpCKuii apceHan BBege
[leH pAL HOBbIX MPobaeM» CHOKYCMPOBAHO BHUMAHWE Ha npobnemax, KoTopble
paHblle He NPeACTAaBNANMNCH 3HAYUMbIMM, BbIABNEHH MHTEPECHLIE acnekThl
TPaANLMOHHLIX Npobiem™* TeopeTuyeckne OrpaHMyeHHoCTU 3TOro MeToda asTo|
TOp BUAUT B HEBO3MOXHOCTU HAXOXAEHWUH CTPOroro KpUTepus WUAEHTUpUKaLMn
MYXCKOFO 1 XEHCKOro "Hayan”, B CBA3M npobnembl NOMOBOA WAEHTU(MKALMN
C 60/ee WMPOKOI 1 He uMeloweil peweHust Npo6neMOi OTHOWEHWS 6uonoru-
YecKoro W counasbHOro, a Takke B TOM, YTO B (MNOCODMU WUMeeTcs
yHUBepcanbHoe, "6ecnonoe” cogepxaHne, Mo OTHOWEHMID K KOTOPOMY FeH-
LepHbIA METOZ He paboTaeT WM [axe MOXET BBOAUTb B 3abnyxieHue.
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