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This book forms Volume 84 of Meiners Der Philosophischen Biblio-
thek. It is a critical edition and contains an introduction, bibliography,
index, and notes.

NOTES AND NEWS

At the meeting of the Aristotelian Society on June 8, Mr. David
Morrison read a paper on “ The Treatment of History by Philosophers.”
“Can historical process be adequately explained by principles which
have sufficed for the explanation of the processes of inanimate nature? or,
if it can not, are we compelled to question whether, after all, mechanical
principles suffice, even for the explanation of the world of nature? In any
consideration of final cause in history we are compelled to face the ques-
tion of the nature of time and its relation to ultimate reality, and we are
forced back to the source and primary meaning of causality as we find it
in ourselves as active or efficient. A use of the principle of causality,
applicable to most scientific investigations, seems not strictly acceptable
when we deal with human causes, unless it can admit spontaneity or indi-
vidual activity as a fact. The question of the freedom of the human will
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is thus a quite real question for any one writing a philosophy of history,
and so also is the question of the reality of time. If time is unreal, then
what we see in history may, indeed, be the fragmentary presentation of
something eternally perfect; but it may give us only glimpses of an ulti-
mate chaos. If time is real, the end is not yet attained, and seems, indeed,
never completely attainable, and that to some people appears an insuper-
able objection. But the thing must be one way or the other. The relation
of these two views of the nature of time to the philosophy of history, was
illustrated at length by comparison of the theories of Dr. Bosanquet, M.
Bergson, and Professor Varisco. It was shown that for all these writers,
history presents philosophy with problems which can not simply he ignored,
problems connected with such concepts as efficient and final cause, finite
personality and value, and with questions as to the reality of time, the
nature of real possibilities, the relation of mind and body, and the
relation of mechanism and teleology. The contest is ultimately between
spontaneity or individual activity, and the scientific concept of inert mat-
ter as a constant quantity. We can not decide the ultimate essence of
value without deciding the significance we are to give to feeling. The
distinction of selves is not overcome, even in our highest emotional experi-
ence, although that may give rise to osmotic processes among selves, and
it is doubtful if even the most rapt mystic would be satisfied, if the value
he realizes in his love of God were preserved as another’s, and not as his
experience. In history we lay our count with nothing short of the whole
world, and this world has produced those highest emotional experiences
which alone have rendered tolerable for us much else that it has produced.
Without the existence of that great scale passing from simple human
happiness to supreme exaltation of soul, should we ever have spoken of
value as something actually existing in the world? The president, in
opening the discussion, said that he considered that much injustice had
been done to the school of writers who follow Mr. Bradley and Mr. Bosan-
quet in representing their doctrine as one of the unreality of time. They
did not declare that time is unreal, but that it is not ultimate in the sense
that it contains reality; reality contains it, it is one of the features con-
tained in the absolute. He illustrated this in calling attention to the im-
portance attributed by them to historical development, and more partic-
ularly, to the contention of Mr. Bosanquet, that real value resides in what
is universal, and that there is no value in psychological states as such, but
only in so far as they are mental states, cognizant of what is of universal
significance. This view had been even more strikingly illustrated re-
cently in the works of the Indian mystic, Tagore. Dr. Wolf held that the
philosophical historian approached his problem in a more proper spirit
when he tried to determine the kind of value history has, rather than what
he would like it to have. Mr. Mead said that if we take history in block,
it is impossible to find meaning in it. If a philosopher is going to con-
sider any scientific matter, he will surely have to dissociate fact from alle-
gation and unproved theory. Looking at history in this way, we see it as
a mixture of fact and unproved theory, and we can hardly imagine mean-
ing to run through both. This is the distinction that modern historians



PSYCHOLOGY AND SCIENTIFIC METHODS 447

are seeking to establish between Geschichte and Storicismus. Mr. Carr
emphasizes the tendency in each of the three philosophers discussed in the
paper to insist on the impossibility of cutting universals, values, spiritual
reality of every kind, free from their attachment to scientific reality. How-
ever important the value we give to conscious experience, however vastly
the spiritual overflows the material and temporal, it is in indissoluble re-
lation with it, and we can give no meaning to life or mind entirely de-
tached from the materialism or mechanism of nature. Mr. Tudor Jones,

Mr. Worsley, and Mr. Shelton also spoke, and Mr. Morrison replied.”—
Athenwum.

Tue following letter has been sent out by the Comité International de
la Médaille et de 1a Fondation Henri Poincaré:
Messieurs :

Pour rendre hommage a4 la mémoire de Henri Poincaré et pour at-
tacher son nom 4 une Fondation scientifique, les Membres soussignés du
Comité international, d’accord avec la famille du grand savant, ont hon-
neur de proposer 4 ses amis, 4 ses confréres, a ses collégues, 4 ses admira-
teurs de tous les pays, de vouloir bien participer & une Souscription inter-
nationale destinée:

1° A frapper une Médaille i Peffigie de Henri Poincaré;

2° A constituer un Fonds dont les arrérages seraient employés par
I’Académie des Sciences & encourager ou i récompenser de jeunes savants
qui s’occupent des parties de la Science dont le génie de Henri Poincaré a
assuré le progrés: 1’Analyse mathématique, la Mécanique céleste, la
Physique mathématique, la Philosophie scientifique.

Une Médaille de bronze sera envoyée aux personnes dont la Souscription
sera égale ou supérieure & 25 francs et inférieure 4 50 francs; une Médaille
d’argent sera envoyée aux personnes dont la Souscription sera égale ou
supérieure a 50 francs.

The letter is signed by leading European philosophers, psychologists,
scientists, statesmen, and men of letters. Contributions to the fund should
be sent to M. Ernst Lebon, Secrétaire-Trésorier, rue des Ecoles, No. 44%%,
Paris, 5%, France.

THE completion of the third edition of “ The Golden Bough ” has sug-
gested to the many friends and admirers of Dr. J. G. Frazer that the pres-
ent is a suitable time to offer him some token in recognition of his great
services to learning. It is proposed that a Frazer Fund for Social Anthro-
pology be established to make grants to traveling students of either sex,
whether connected with a university of not, with a view of their investi-
gating problems in the culture and social organization of primitive peo-
ples, a department of anthropology which Dr. Frazer has always been
eager to promote. Contributions to the fund may be sent either direct to
the secretary and treasurer, Mr. F. M. Cornford, Trinity College, Cam-
bridge, or to the “ Frazer Fund Account,” Messrs., Barclay and Company,
Mortlock’s Bank, Cambridge—Nature.
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TuE following new psychological journals have recently been launched:
Archw fur Religionspsychologie; edited by W. Stdhlin; published by J.
C. B. Mohr (Paul Siebeck), Tiibingen. Subscription, 12 Marks. Miinch-
ener Studien zur Psychologie und Philosophie; edited by Oswald Kiilpe
and Karl Biihler; published by W. Spemann, Stuttgart. Each number
sold singly.

THE editors of the Psychological Bulletin have announced that owing
to the large amount of experimental material submitted to the Psy-
chological Review, for which that journal has no available space, an effort
will be made to establish a Journal of Experimental Psychology next fall,
under the editorship of Professor John B. Watson.

TrE University of Paris has approved the nomination of Professor
James Rowland Angell, head of the department of psychology, and dean
of the faculties of arts, literature, and science in the University of Chi-
cago, as lecturer at the Sorbonne in 1915.

Dg. Avois RieHL, professor of philosophy at Berlin, has given the seven-
teen thousand marks presented to him on his seventieth birthday for the
establishment of Dozentenhaus, intended to be a hall of residence for leec-
turers at the university.

TrE Macmillan Company is about to publish “ Greek Philosophy—
Part I. Thales to Plato” by Professor John Burnet. The work will be
one of the series of “ Schools of Philosophy,” edited by Sir Henry Jones.

DurinG the third and fourth weeks of June Professor C. J. Keyser, of
Columbia University, delivered a series of three lectures on science and
religion at the University of Montana.

Tue Hon. Bertrand A. W. Russell, F.R.S., late fellow of Trinity Col-

lege, Cambridge, has been elected Herbert Spencer lecturer at Oxford
University for the year 1914-15.

THE works of Professor Henri Bergson have put upon the Index, on
the ground, it is said, that their plausibility is not less dangerous than
frank materialism.

Proressor A. K. Rogers, of the University of Missouri, has been ap-
pointed professor of philosophy at Yale University.



