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independent critic, and the opposition to Kant’s extreme rigorism is
wholly in keeping with Schiller’s own development. That Schiller’s atti-
tude “makes an advance upon the Kantian position, that this advance

. consists in a fuller recognition of the desiderative side of man’s na-
ture, all this must be the broad result of an unbiased reading of the
writings of Schiller ” (p. 118).

While the difficulty of establishing a single unambiguous ethical doc-
trine out of the different writings of Schiller’s post-Kantian period must
be admitted, a critical reading of these writings leads the author to as-
sume an independent development of Schiller’s esthetic morality in which
Kant’s dualism between inclination and duty is reconciled. Schiller recog-
nized two distinet kinds of valuation of human conduct—the moral and
the esthetic—and only in the complete fusion of the ethical and the artistic
standards does Schiller’s view of beautiful morality consist. “ Inclination
to duty,—that is the heart of Schiller’s ethics, and the gist of his eriticism
of Kantian rigorism” (p. 127). “ The conduct flowing from the har-
monious activity of all man’s powers Schiller calls beautiful conduct (die
schone Sittlichkeit), and the soul thus at one with itself, the beautiful
soul (die schone Seele)” (p. 131).

Schiller’s independent philosophical views centered mainly around
ethical and esthetic problems. It is in his view of beautiful morality as a
synthesis of the natural and spiritual demands that his originality con-
sists. Metaphysical ideas, in so far as such can at all be seriously as-
cribed to him, “did not constitute a clear development upon those of
Kant, as did his ethical and esthetic theories” (p. 159). The question
whether Schiller should—in his metaphysical views—be classed with
Kant or rather with the post-Kantians is an interesting one. The author
holds that metaphysically Schiller is to be identified with Kant.

It may well be that the philosophy of Schiller was far from being so
well founded in his own mind. But a student of the genesis of any phi-
losophy must always endeavor to understand its author—to use a Kantian
phrase—besser als er sich selbst verstand.

The student of Schiller will find the extensive bibliography at the end
of the book very helpful. It is regrettable, however, that an index has

been omitted. J. LOEWENBERG.
HARVARD UNIVERSITY.
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NOTES AND NEWS

A crour of European professors distinguished in philosophy and
science has issued an appeal to all who are interested in promoting the
scientific spirit in philosophy. They explain their undertaking as follows:

“ There has long been felt the need of a philosophy which should grow
in a natural manner out of the facts and problems of matural science.
The mechanical view of nature no longer satisfies this need. Let any one
recall the “ Ignorabimus ” of Du Bois Reymond and the various attempts
to relate mechanical and psychological processes by means of neovitalistic
concepts, attempts of physicists as well as of biologists. The current
philosophy, of Kantian origin for the most part, or with strongly Kantian
emphasis, is impotent here, because it directs its inquiries without any
deep appreciation of the need in question, because it treats of problems
scarcely intelligible to any one who comes to them from the natural sci-
ence of to-day, and because it is usually not able to go far enough into
the questions of natural secience.

To be sure, there has grown up from the soil of natural science itself a
strictly empirical and positivistic point of view quite indifferent to meta-
physical speculation and to so-called ecritical, transcendental doctrines.
Its principles are however not yet accepted in their essential meanings
and systematic relations throughout considerable scientific circles. They
are even completely misunderstood by distinguished scientists as they are
by most of the influential philosophers.

On the other hand the particular sciences find themselves forced to
consider problems of even greater generality so that they take on of them-
selves a philosophical character. Mathematics advances to higher and
higher abstractions. Geometry, in its deductive development, is freeing
itself from all intuition after overcoming the limits of the Euclidean con-
ception of space. In the theory of groups it has reached a positive treat-
ment of the concept of infinity, once a purely negative idea, and it faces
now the question of its differentiation from logic. Physies has been made
to include more and more remote fields of research. Optics and all the
phenomena of radiation have been brought under the concepts of electro-
magnetic theory, and physics has now before it the question, how far can
mechanics be interpreted in terms of electromagnetism? In the theory



