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I have great pleasure i n welcoming you a l l to the Univers i ty of N a i r o b i . I am also happy 

to have the pr ivi lege of opening the Sixth A n n u a l Conference of the International Society 

for A f r i c a n Ph i losophy and Studies. A t the Univers i ty of N a i r o b i , we consider A f r i c a n 

phi losophy to be one of our central areas of concern. We have had prominent and 

pub l i shed philosophers i n this f i e l d on our staff, such as the Late Prof. H . Odera O r u k a , 

as w e l l as Professors J . Nyasan i and C . Oniang 'o , who are s t i l l wi th us and Dr. G e r a l d 

Wan joh i who has ret ired. We l i k e to think of Univers i ty of Na i rob i as a trend-setter i n 

this emerging f i e l d . In this regard, it is worth ment ioning the several graduate theses 

(both M . A . and Ph .D. ) i n our Department of Phi losophy. We have had scholars f rom 

Europe , the U . S . , and other parts of A f r i c a v i s i t ing our campus here for many years, 

some of whom are wi th us now for this event. We f u l l y support this branch of study 

wi th in our c u r r i c u l u m , and are happy to play a role i n strengthening it wor ldwide. 

We are also happy to have the chance to offer the Univers i ty of Na i rob i as a venue for 

the cont inuing efforts of the International Society for A f r i c a n Phi losophy and Studies. 

We extend our greetings to your Society's President , Prof. O l u f e m i Taiwo. Th i s is your 

second conference on our continent A f r i c a . We take heart that your society has not 

forgotten A f r i c a as w e l l as abroad. We look forward to this chance to have an exchange 

of ideas between Kenyans and those f rom different parts of A f r i c a as w e l l as between 

A f r i c a and the U . S . and Europe. We also look forward to the publ icat ion of the conference's 

proceedings, fac i l i t a t ing this global exchange of ideas. 

We look forward to hearing f rom Prof. Dr. H e i n r i c h Beck of Otto F r i e d r i c h Univers i ty , 
Bamberg , Germany, who has come here wi th his Vice -Chance l lo r , Prof. Dr. H i e r o l d , to 
begin what we hope w i l l be a long and f r u i t f u l exchange between his universi ty and 
ours. 

There w i l l be several presenters at this conference who w i l l explore the issues of mutual 

unders tanding between cultures. Such topics are important i n our ever- increasingiy 

interdependent wor ld today. The conference's theme is "Thought and Pract ice i n A f r i c a n 

Ph i losophy ." T h i s emphasis shows that philosophers are not just sat isf ied wi th merely 

t h ink ing about abstract issues of l i t t le relevance to others, but instead that the current 

crises are also addressed. I understand that there w i l l be papers on a wide range of 

topics, i n c l u d i n g papers d i scuss ing const i tut ion-making, as we l l as those sorting out 

the moral di lemmas fac ing our law-making, problems with corruption, and the cont inuing 

legacy of co lon ia l i sm. A l s o , there w i l l be issues of women's equali ty and the impl icat ions 
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for A f r i c a , as w e l l as topics f r o m Envi ronmenta l E th i c s to Democracy. T h i s shows that 

phi losophers here are not stuck i n their ivory towers, and we are happy to note that. 

W h i l e some may not know, A f r i c a n Ph i losophy has actual ly had a very long history, 

spanning back to ancient Egypt and cont inuing i n medieva l and early modern t imes 

throughout Nor th A f r i c a and also E th iop i a . We are happy to have wi th us Prof. C l a u d e 

Sumner of A d d i s A b a b a Univers i ty , whose works have done so m u c h to fur ther our 

knowledge of the exis t ing E t h i o p i a n Ph i losophy literature. M a n y of you at tending are of 

course f a m i l i a r wi th the growth of the f i e l d of A f r i c a n Phi losophy i n the last century, 

beginning wi th Fr. P lac ide Tempels, who wrote his book Bantu Philosophy, M a n y scholars 

have been wr i t ing i n the f i e l d s ince then, often c r i t i c i z ing each other, but always mov ing 

the debate forward. Those of you attending who are not f ami l i a r wi th the issues ra ised i n 

A f r i c a n Phi losophy, have chosen w e l l to come here. Fo r by l i s ten ing to the scholars 

assembled here, you w i l l get a good introduct ion to this f i e l d of study, and learn many 

detai ls as w e l l . I am sure that you w i l l find that Phi losophy as a whole , and A f r i c a n 

Phi losophy , is worth your fur ther t ime and attention. I look forward to the ideas to be 

presented here, and you must know that you are f u l l y welcome at the Un ive r s i ty of 

N a i r o b i , the C i t y of Na i rob i and our Country. 

A s I conc lude let me once again thank the organizers of this conference for b r ing ing it 

to N a i r o b i because by doing so they assisted the Univers i ty of N a i r o b i i n ach iev ing one 

of its object ives , namely that of developing and disseminat ing knowledge. I also must 

thank those who have p rov ided the f inance for the conference, e spec i a l l y K o n r a d 

A d e n a u e r Foundat ion , and of course the d is t inguished part icipants , for without them 

there w o u l d have been no conference . I a m now p leased to w i s h you s u c c e s s f u l 

del iberat ions . 

T h a n k you . 


