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The f o l l o w i n g l i s t contains books and c o l l e c t i o n s o f 
a r t i c l e s that have appeared si n c e 1970. Items were s e l e c t e d on 
the b a s i s o f t h e i r relevance to the general theory o f l i t e r a r y 
a r t , w i th an emphasis on s e m i o t i c , s t r u c t u r a l i s t , and phenomenolo-
g i c a l approaches. The languages covered are E n g l i s h , French, 
Russian, and German, w i t h o c c a s i o n a l s e l e c t i o n s from other 
languages. T r a n s l a t i o n s that have appeared si n c e 1970 are a l s o 
i n c l u d e d . B i b l i o g r a p h i e s are excluded. Although the l i s t i s 
long, there are undoubtedly authors whose books I have missed. 
A l s o , not a l l i n f o r m a t i o n i s provided i n some of the e n t r i e s 
because I d i d not always have the opportunity to examine the 
book i n question. 

The e x t r a o r d i n a r y p r o l i f e r a t i o n o f books on l i t e r a r y theory 
i n the l a s t few years i s both heartening and discouraging. 
Heartening because c r i t i c s are at l a s t coming around to the 
notion that t h e i r o l d assuniptions about l i t e r a t u r e might be 
i n v a l i d ; d iscouraging because there are so many new t h e o r i e s 
t h a t i t i s impossible to keep tr a c k o f them a l l . Indeed I cannot 
imagine anyone s i t t i n g and a c t u a l l y reading a l l o f the f o l l o w i n g 
books w i t h i n a reasonable length o f time, and t h e r e f o r e l i t e r a r y 
t h e o r e t i c i a n s o f the near f u t u r e are by d e f i n i t i o n i n danger of 
r e i n v e n t i n g wheels. Perhaps what we need i s a moratorium on 
l i t e r a r y t h e o r i z i n g and a r e q u i r e d reading p e r i o d f o r l i t e r a r y 
t h e o r e t i c i a n s around the world. 
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