
l e c t i o n of Women and Horace Bushneil's Women's Suffrage. 
Those i n t e r e s t e d i n the p o l i t i c a l views of James should read 

the items on the Venezuelan c r i s i s , the P h i l i p p i n e s , and lyn c h i n g 
(#'s 21, 48, 57-59). I n t h i s regard, don't overlook #21. While 
h i s ideas on the r e g u l a t i o n of medical p r a c t i c e seem l i b e r t a r i a n 
(#'s 16, 46), h i s stance on animals experimentation (#3) i s 
moderate. 

Any academic w i l l enjoy the items on f a c u l t y meetings, 
academic r e g a l i a , and student d i s o r d e r s i n the Harvard College 
Yard. There are personal reminiscences of Agassiz, Royce, Chaun-
cy Wright, Wundt and others . There i s even a note t o readers of 
Forest and Stream f o r help i n o b t a i n i n g observations on puppies. 

The r h e t o r i c of the l e t t e r s v a r i e s from w i t t y (#'s 41, 43) 
t o the powerful "The P h i l l i p p i n e s Again" (#52), a good b r i e f 
p u b l i c challenge t o c e r t a i n aspects of US f o r e i g n p o l i c y , wonder
f u l l y r e l e v a n t today. For h i s t o r i a n s of education there i s 
m a t e r i a l on the growth of Harvard, student d i s c i p l i n e , the elec
t i v e system, f a c u l t y debates and the honors system. 

The i n t r o d u c t i o n . Apparatus and Appendices are an impressive 
account of emendations, provenance and e d i t o r i a l methods. The 
Notes are very h e l p f u l . 

Jerome A. Stone, W i l l i a m Rainey Harper College 

The Necessity of Pragaatisa by Ralph W. Sleeper. New Hävern Yale 
u n i v e r s i t y Press, 1986. $21.50. x i i & 236 pp. Index and 
C r i t i c a l B i b l i o g r a p h i e s . 

I n terms of s c h o l a r s h i p , substance and s t y l e , t h i s book i s a 
masterpiece i n the o r i g i n a l sense of t h i s term. I t i s indispens
able f o r comprehending Dewey's p r o j e c t i n the manner he himself 
conceived t h i s p r o j e c t . I n p a r t i c u l a r , "John Dewey's Conception 
of Philosophy" (the s u b t i t l e of The Necessity of Pragmatism) i s , 
i n Prof. Sleeper's hands, saved from Richard Rorty's " i n s o u c i a n t 
r e d u c t i o n i s m " (p. 1) and, what i s more imp o r t a n t , from a f a m i l i a r 
but misleading s t o r y about the genesis and development of pragma
t i s m . 

U n l i k e most other accounts of Dewey's philosophy, t h i s one 
e x h i b i t s the c e n t r a l i t y of l o g i c i n Dewey's approach. To be 
sure, the understanding of l o g i c i s re c o n s t r u c t e d and, as a 
c r u c i a l aspect of t h i s conceptual r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , the concept of 
ne c e s s i t y i s reconceived. I n t h i s r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , our l o g i c a l 
norms are seen t o be emerge from a c t u a l processes of i n q u i r y and 
to r e f l e c t the o n t o l o g i c a l s t r u c t u r e s encountered i n those proce
sses (p. 47); i n t h i s r e c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n , " [ n ] e c e s s i t y means 
needed; contingency no longer required--because already enjoyed" 
(EW 4:29, quoted on p. 39). (Put another way, "Dewey would have 
us s t a r t w i t h de f a c t o examples i n which c o g n i t i v e s t r u c t u r e s 
emerge from a c t i o n , as needed" [ p . 5 9 ] ) . Moreover, "an adequate 

5 



'general theory of language' i s an e s s e n t i a l p r o c o n d i t i o n of the 
philosophy of l o g i c and i n q u i r y " (p. 6 ) . The Necessity of Prag
matism i s e s p e c i a l l y impressive both f o r i t s m a s t e r f u l h a n d l i n g 
of the d e t a i l s of t h i s r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , reconception, and precon
d i t i o n and f o r i t s e q u a l l y m a s t e r f u l conception of how the de
t a i l s f i t t o g e t h e r i n t o a coherent and compelling whole. 

Chapter 2 ("The Conception of a Philosophy") opens w i t h a 
q u o t a t i o n from a l e t t e r w r i t t e n by Dewey i n 1950x "As I see i t 
now, tho not a t the time, I've spent most of years t r y i n g t o get 
t h i n g s t o g e t h e r ; my c r i t i c s understand me only a f t e r they s p l i t 
me up again" (p. 1 6 ) . I n The Necessity of Pragmatism Prof. 
Sleeper sets out t o show t h a t "Dewey had succeeded i n p u l l i n g the 
variou s strands of h i s work t o g e t h e r , t h a t he had succeeded i n 
developing coherent p e r s p e c t i v e on the problems of philosophy and 
c u l t u r e , t h a t h i s philosophy can be understood w i t h o u t * s p l i t 
t i n g ' him up" (p. 16; c f . p. 189). At the center of t h i s p r o j e c t 
i s a r e j e c t i o n of the con v e n t i o n a l wisdom regarding Dewey's r o l e 
i n the development of pragmatism. Such wisdom " i s i n c l i n e d t o 
dismiss Dewey's l o g i c as v e s t i g i a l psychologism,' i n the manner 
of R u s s e l l , or t o brush i t aside--as Nagel did--as h o p e l e s s l y out 
of date because of i t s f a i l u r e t o make use of the po w e r f u l new 
'symbolic' techniques" (p. 5 ) . I n a d d i t i o n , " [ c ] o n v e n t i o n a l 
wisdom has i t t h a t pragmatism i s a philosophy t h a t issued from 
the j o i n t e f f o r t s of Peirce and James. Peirce i n the r o l e c f 
l o g i c i a n and James i n the r o l e of p s y c h o l o g i s t j o i n f o r c e s t o 
work out the p l o t , w i t h the help of supporting a c t o r s . . . " (p. 
4 7 ) . While Dewey i s accorded a supporting r o l e , i t i s merely 
t h a t . I n c o n t r a s t . Sleeper contends i t i s necessary t o see Dewey 
r e c o n s t r u c t i n g pragmatism v i r t u a l l y from the o u t s e t (p. 4 7 ) . I n 
a d d i t i o n , i t i s necessary t o see how c e n t r a l Dewey's work on 
l o g i c i s t o the whole of h i s philosophy (p. 1 7 ) . 

This emphasis on the c e n t r a l i t y of Dewey's l o g i c does not 
cause Prof. Sleeper t o overlook or even t o minimize Dewey's 
metaphysics of exi s t e n c e . Indeed, one of the author's c h i e f 
concerns i s t o d i s t i n g u i s h Dewey's a c t u a l metaphysics of e x i s t 
ence from h i s a l l e g e d metaphysics of experience (pp. 6-7; 10-11); 
another i s t o r e l a t e Dewey's n a t u r a l i s t i c metaphysics t o h i s 
pragmatic l o g i c . According t o Prof. Sleeper we encounter a l r e a d y 
i n 1891 the conception of the r e l a t i o n between l o g i c and meta
physics t h a t Dewey was t o maintain u n t i l the end. " I t i s the 
conception of l o g i c as the c r i t i c a l theory of experience, of 
experience as pedagogical, and of metaphysics as the c r i t i c a l 
t h eory of e x i s t e n c e , the 'ground-map of the province of c r i t i 
cism,' which i s sustained by l o g i c , as i n q u i r y " (p. 26; c f . p. 
101) . 

An i n t e r e s t i n g and somewhat c o n t r o v e r s i a l f e a t u r e of Prof. 
Sleeper's i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i s h i s i n s i s t e n c e t h a t , i n Dewey's de
velopment, we can d i s c e r n a " t u r n i n the d i r e c t i o n of a recon
s t r u c t e d A r i s t o t e l e a n r e a l i s m , d i s t i n c t l y n a t u r a l i s t i c and worked 
out i n a co n t e x t of controversy concerning the very l e g i t i m a c y of 
metaphysics as such" (p. 9 6 ) . Larry Hickman i n h i s e x c e l l e n t 
review of The Necessity of Pragmatism i n the Transactions of the 
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Charles S. Peirce Society 23.2 (Summer 1987)i 446-453 notes 
t h a t Prof. Sleeper "has given us a l u c i d account of Dewey's 
unique theory of i n q u i r y and the place i t has i n h i s wider p h i l 
osophy" (p. 4 5 2 ) . Nonetheless, he takes Prof. Sleeper t o task 
f o r (among other t h i n g s ) using so misleading a term as " r e a l i s m " 
t o describe Dewey's p o s i t i o n , c l a i m i n g t h a t t h i s p o s i t i o n r e s u l 
ted from a synthesis which "was s u f f i c i e n t l y novel and important 
t o warrant a new term" (p. 452). There i s , no doubt, a p o i n t t o 
t h i s c r i t i c i s m . Even so, there i s a warrant f o r using " r e a l i s m " 
i n connection w i t h Dewey. And p a r t of Prof. Sleeper's task i s t o 
e s t a b l i s h j u s t t h i s warrant. ( I n c i d e n t a l l y , Peter Manicas i n A 
H i s t o r y and Philosophy of the S o c i a l Sciences argues f o r a s i m i 
l a r , i f not i d e n t i c a l , form of reali s m . Perhaps what we have on 
our hands i s a school of thought--the Queens school of t r a n s 
a c t i o n a l r e a l i s m ! ) 

The Necessity of Pragmatism e x h i b i t s many v i r t u e s and only a 
very few d e f i c i e n c i e s ; and these d e f i c i e n c i e s are almost a l l of a 
minor s o r t ( c f . Hickman's review, pp 450-452). Not the l e a s t of 
i t s v i r t u e s i s the manner i n which the s t o r y of Dewey's recon
s t r u c t i o n of pragmatism i s t o l d . The C r i t i c a l B i l i o g r a p h i e s a t 
the conclusion of each chapter are an i n v a l u a b l e resource, es
p e c i a l l y given the size and unevenness of the secondary l i t e r a 
t u r e . Then there i s the e x q u i s i t e balance Prof. Sleeper achieves 
between a d e t a i l e d h i s t o r i c a l account of the development of 
Dewey's thought and a p e n e t r a t i n g c r i t i c a l sense of what was 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y a t stake i n the various moves Dewey made i n 
" t r y i n g t o get t h i n g s t o g e t h e r . " 

I n h i s de s i r e t o e x h i b i t i n d e t a i l the uniqueness of Dewey's 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of pragmatism. Sleeper appears t o d r i v e a wedge 
too deeply between Peirce and Dewey. This desire even leads t o 
mi s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , f o r (according t o Sleeper) "at no time d i d 
Peirce describe l o g i c as a theory of i n q u i r y . " (p. 4 9 ) . I n f a c t , 
we f i n d j u s t t h i s d e s c r i p t i o n of l o g i c i n Peirce's w r i t i n g s . I n 
a d d i t i o n , t h e re i s also the a t t r i b u t i o n t o Peirce of "an ontology 
of f i x e d essences" (e.g., p. 4 7 ) . Since Peirce himself asserts 
t h a t the "very P l a t o n i c forms themselves have become or are 
becoming developed" ( C o l l e c t e d Papers. 6.194), i t would appear 
Peirce espoused an ontology of anything but f i x e d essences or 
s t a t i c forms. 

I n order t o appreciate the o r i g i n a l i t y of Dewey, there i s no 
necess i t y t o exaggerate the d i f f e r e n c e s between Peirce and Dewey. 
One p o s s i b l e reason f o r the exaggeration of these d i f f e r e n c e s i s 
t h a t , i n h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the p h i l o s o p h i c a l r e l a t i o n s h i p 
between Peirce and Dewey, the author of The Necessity of Prag
matism has ap p a r e n t l y granted f o u r Peircean t e x t s ("The Doctrine 
of Necessity," Peirce's review of Dewey's Studies i n L o g i c a l 
Theory [ 8 . 1 8 8 - 1 9 0 ] , and two l e t t e r s from Peirce t o Dewey [8.239-
244[) too a u t h o r i t a t i v e a r o l e i n i n t e r p r e t i n g t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p 
(however, see endnotes 3 and 4 t o ch. 3, p. 218). Yet Prof. 
Sleeper w r i t e s w i t h such a u t h o r i t y I almost f e e l i n c l i n e d t o say 
( i n words borrowed from the t r a d i t i o n of c l a s s i c a l American 
p h i l o s o p h y ) : Let no person b r i n g together what Sleeper has r e n t 
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asunder ( c f . Hickman's review, p. 449). 
I t would be d i f f i c u l t t o exaggerate the importance of Ralph 

Sleeper's The Necessity of Pragmatism. Quite simply, i t i t s e l f 
i s a n e c e s s i t y i n p r e c i s e l y Dewey's r e c o n s t r u c t e d , pragmatic 
sense of t h i s termx i t needed t o be w r i t t e n and i t needs t o be 
read and discussed--not o n l y t o enhance our understanding of 
Dewey's r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of pragmatism but also t o c a r r y on h i s 
p r o j e c t i n a manner informed by h i s s p i r i t . For Prof. Sleeper 
w r i t e s about t h i s p h i l osopher i n a way which i s , a t once, 
s c h o l a r l y and p h i l o s o p h i c a l - - a way which e x h i b i t s p a i n s t a k i n g 
respect f o r Dewey's w r i t i n g s and yet also issues f o r m i d a b l e 
challenges t o the way we t h i n k about the problems of persons, as 
these problems emerge out of the evolved and e v o l v i n g forms of 
t r a n s a c t i o n between persons and t h e i r world (see, e.g., p. 186; 
pp. 194-5; pp. 206-210). 

Vincent C o l a p i e t r o , Fordham U n i v e r s i t y 

Semiotics from Peirce t o Barthes« A Conceptual I n t r o d u c t i o n t o 
the Study of CoBmunication, I n t e r p r e t a t i o n and Expression, by V. 
Tejera. Leiden, The Netherlands: E.J. B r i l l , 1988. 201 pp. Index. 

This book presents i n a d e t a i l e d and systematic way the 
views of seminal t h i n k e r s and then uses some of these views as 
the m a t e r i a l s from which t o c o n s t r u c t o r , a t l e a s t , sketch a 
comprehensive theory of s e m i o t i c processes. C e n t r a l t o t h i s 
t heory i s the f o r m u l a t i o n of a conception of metaphor (Chapter 
V I I I , esp. pp. 126-134). ( I n t h i s respect. Semiotics from Peirce 
t o Barthes c o n t r i b u t e s t o a growing body of l i t e r a t u r e , having 
i t s r o o t s i n Peirce's "sumeiotic" [ o r general theory of s i g n s ] , 
on the nature and f u n c t i o n of metaphor. The work of C a r l Haus-
man, Douglas Anderson, and Michael Heley e s p e c i a l l y deserves 
mention i n t h i s connection.) I n a d d i t i o n , there i s an attempt t o 
show the value of a comprehensive theory of semiotic processes by 
using t h i s t h eory as a p e r s p e c t i v e from which t o examine v a r i o u s 
kinds of semiotic phenomena (e.g., a U.S. postage stamp commemor
a t i n g the F i r s t Amendment, p o l i t i c a l mottoes, a r t i s t i c works). 
Thus, the aim of t h i s book i s both e x e g e t i c a l and c o n s t r u c t i v e . 

This study i s d i v i d e d i n t o ten chapters. Six of these are 
devoted t o the sign t h e o r i e s of philosophers from the United 
States: Chapters I , I I , and I I I present Peirce's theory; IV 
examines "The Theory of Meaning of G.H. Mead," V "Language and 
Meaning i n J. Dewey and J.H. Randall," and V I I "Community, Com
munication, and Meaning i n Buchler's Philosophy of the Human 
Process." However, i t i s (as the "Preface" makes e x p l i c i t ) the 
p e r s p e c t i v e of Peirce t h a t most deeply informs the course of the 
i n q u i r y . As the author h i m s e l f notes i n the "Preface," the 
u n i f y i n g themes of the study are " ( i ) the t r i a d i c nature of 
semiotic processes as uncovered by Charles S. P e i r c e , ( i i ) the 
completely general scope of h i s theory of signs, and ( i l l ) i t s 
a p p l i c a b i l i t y both t o s c i e n t i f i c discourse and forms of a r t i s t i c 
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