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Bechterew et la Psychologie de Demain (pp. 147-169) : N . KOSTYLEFF. - A
discussion of the significance of Bechterew's rejection of " consciousness "
and the introspective method, and of Bechterew's principle "that every
psycho-neural act can be reduced to the schema of a reflex or excitation,
reaching the cerebral cortex, awakening traces of anterior reactions, and
finding in the latter the factors which determine the process of discharge."
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NOTES AND

NEWS

PROFESSOR RALPH BARTON PERRY contributes to the J u l y issue of the

Harvard Theological Quarterly an article on " Contemporary Philosophies
of Religion," which closes as follows: " If sober and vigorous thought does
not justify hope, then man may well fall back upon his imagination, and
nourish illusions that shall be flattering i n proportion to their unreality.
•But this will take care of itself. The optimistic bias of the imagination
is the one religious source that will never fail. It should be the part of a
philosophy of religion to scan the cosmic horizon for signs that shall be
as hopeful as possible but that shall first of all be trustworthy; so that if
there be any chance of really reaching the haven originally desired, it
shall not be lost from a too hasty resignation or abandonment to soothing
distraction. A philosophy of religion, in short, should devote itself to the
construction, not of the most hopeful belief, but of the most credible hope."

