
Preface for All Volumes

Th is volume is one of fi ve that altogether contain 140 articles 
and approach a total of 4,000 pages. It has been developed from the 
second meeting, in Lima, of the Organization of Phenomenological 
Organizations (O.P.O.) (see www.o-p-o.net) and shows the cur-
rent state of development and vitality of the world-wide, multidisci-
plinary, multilingual, and century-old tradition of phenomenology. 
Before some remarks about the organization of this massive publi-
cation, something further about the magnitude, complexity, and 
development of this tradition can be grasped through some counts 
that have been made of publications, organizations, individuals, 
countries, and disciplines. Th us, for example, the earlier set of 53 
essays published on the O.P.O. website from the 2002 founding 
of the O.P.O. in Prague has been visited well over 9,000 times by 
October 2007. 

Not individual phenomenologists, but organizations belong to 
the O.P.O. Th us far, over 160 such organizations have been iden-
tifi ed (see www.phenomenologycenter.org ), the latest being in 
Siberia, but more have been heard of. Some organizations are as 
small as 12 members and meet in private homes and one, in Japan, 
that numbers 500 members. At this point, 27 exist in the Asia-Pacifi c 
area, 22 in Central and Eastern Europe, 56 in Western Europe, 19 
in Latin America, and 37 in North America. Organizations that pay 
the modest annual dues are formal members of the O.P.O. (Th e 
next planetary meeting of the O.P.O. will be in Hong Kong in 
December 2008.
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As for the number of individual phenomenologists, the elec-
tronic Newsletter of Phenomenology that is supported with the dues 
paid by organizations to the O.P.O. now has over 3,000 subscribers 
(see http://groups.yahoo.com/group/newsletter_of_phenomenol-
ogy ). Th ese individuals come from at least 53 nations and belong 
to at least 36 disciplines. 

Th e nations in which there known to be phenomenologists are 
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belarus, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Croatia, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hong Kong, 
Hungary, Iceland, India, Iran, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Korea, 
Latvia, Lebanon, Lithuania, Malta, Mexico, Morocco, Netherlands, 
New Zeeland, Norway, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, 
Serbia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Switzerland, Taiwan, Tunisia, 
Turkey, United Kingdom, United States of America, and Venezuela. 
With eight out of a population of 300,000, Iceland has the highest 
proportion, which is roughly equivalent to 25 per million (at that 
rate there would be 7,500 phenomenologists in the United States, 
which is not—yet—the case!).

As for disciplines containing phenomenologists, Architecture, 
Cognitive Science, Communicology, Counseling, Ecology, 
Economics, Education, English, Ethnic Studies, Ethnography, 
Ethnology, Ethnomethodology, Film Studies, French, Geography 
(Behavioral), Geography (Social), Hermeneutics, History, 
Linguistics, Law, Literature, Medical Anthropology, Medicine, 
Musicology, Nursing, Philosophy, Political Science, Psychiatry, 
Psychology, Psychopathology, Religious Education, Social Work, 
and Th eology have been identifi ed thus far. Philosophy and nurs-
ing seem the largest. Social Work is the most recently identifi ed. 
Th e ongoing increase in multidisciplinary research could well pro-
duce more colleagues in disciplines beyond philosophy.
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Th e 140 essays in the present publication could have been ar-
ranged alphabetically into one enormous electronic fi le, but for the 
sake of libraries and also readers not interested in all regions of 
the planet, it has been divided into fi ve volumes. It was decided 
at O.P.O. II to replace the obsolete division between Eastern and 
Western Europe with one between the Northern European and the 
Euro-Mediterranean regions. Whether this is more than an edito-
rial convenience must remain to be seen, although the formation 
of a Euro-Mediterranean regional phenomenological organization 
was also supported there and has since taken place. Divisions into 
regions may change for the O.P.O. in the future and this division 
should not be taken to signify that there are not already extensive 
and increasing communication and cooperation between groups 
and individuals from diff erent regions or that phenomenologists 
have not been refl ecting on diff erences and relations between civi-
lizations, societies, ethnicities, and other cultural groups for some 
time.

Th e Executive Committee of the O.P.O. has provided two edi-
tors for each of fi ve geographic regions of the planet. Th e laborious 
process of judging essays has been avoided by welcoming two es-
says decided upon by each participating formal member organiza-
tion of the O.P.O., which fi ts the “bottom-up” character of this 
umbrella organization. 

What the title “phenomenology” signifi es varies somewhat with 
the discipline and tendency within the tradition and is itself a theme 
of refl ection rather like “philosophy” is for philosophers. Some es-
says here are historical, some are interpretive of classical work, and 
yet others are not on but in phenomenology and confront relatively 
new issues, such as communication between members of diff erent 
species. Readers will certainly fi nd unfamiliar names among the au-
thors, in part because these others come from other disciplines and 
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nations, but also because many younger colleagues are included. 
And over a quarter of the contributors are women. Email addresses 
of authors are included with their essays so that they can be con-
tacted by colleagues when there appear to be common interests. 

Besides this shared Preface, each volume in this work has its 
own Introduction by its editors and then Notes on Authors, a 
Chronicle about each region’s phenomenological organizations, 
and the Tables of Contents of all fi ve volumes are appended to 
each volume. Th ere are no indices because names and words are 
easily searched electronically on pdf fi les. Abstracts in English are 
included and most essays are in English, but not a few essays are in 
other languages. (Phenomenology began of course in German, but 
soon also began to be written in French, Japanese, and Russian be-
fore World War I and is now expressed in possibly forty languages, 
a “multilinguality” certain to continue not only in teaching and 
research but also as insights and inspirations are gained from the 
study of more and more of the pasts of humanity.) 

Th e same photograph of most of the colleagues at the Lima 
meeting immediately follows this Preface in all fi ve volumes (some 
were away visiting the Inca archaeological sites). Th ere is an ad-
ditional photograph of some colleagues from its particular area 
somewhere in the midst of each volume and the volume for Latin 
America has a third photograph of Jacques Taminiaux, who gave 
the keynote address, together with Rosemary Rizo-Patron, who 
hosted O.P.O. II in Lima, and her husband Solomon. 

Finally, while the contents of each volume have been devel-
oped by the various pairs of editors, the whole of this fi ve-volume 
publication has been assembled by Lester Embree with the able 
assistance of Daniel Marcelle.

Th e Editors 
 







Introduction to Volume V
Phenomenology across Disciplines in North America 

at the Beginning of the 21st Century

Lester EMBREE
Florida Atlantic University

Organization of Phenomenological Organizations (OPO)
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Center for Advanced Research in Phenomenology (CARP)

I
Historically, the fi rst North American phenomenologists in-

cluded Winthrop Bell, Dorion Cairns, and Marvin Farber, who 
were born in the United States or Canada and went to study with 
Edmund Husserl before and after World War I. Th en came the refu-
gees from Nazism that included Aron Gurwitsch, Fritz Kaufmann, 
Helmut Kuhn, Alfred Schutz, Herbert Spiegelberg, and Erwin 
Straus. Th ey joined with Farber and Cairns to found the ill-fat-
ed International Phenomenological Society and the now no lon-
ger orientation-specifi c journal, Philosophy and Phenomenological 
Research. Hannah Arendt also came before the war. Spiegelberg and 

Th e copyright on this essay belongs to the authors. Th e work is published here by 
permission of the author and can be cited as Phenomenology 2005, Vol. 5, Selected 
Essays from North America, ed. Lester Embree and Th omas Nenon (Bucharest: Zeta 
Books, 2007), available in printed as well as electronic form at www.zetabooks.com.  
Contact the authors here: embree@fau.edu and tnenon@memphis.edu
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Kuhn especially contributed to the restoration of phenomenology 
in Germany during the 1960s. Th e refugee Werner Marx received 
his Ph.D. from the New School and returned to the Husserl-
Heidegger chair at Freiburg i. Br.

In the 1950s and ‘60s, a generation of Americans including 
Edward G. Ballard, John Compton, James Edie, Don Ihde, and 
Robert Sokolowski studied in Belgium and France and returned 
to help John Wild assisted by David Carr and Edward Casey de-
velop the Society for Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy, 
which was quickly followed by the creation of the smaller and more 
focused Husserl Circle and the Heidegger Conference. Further 
circles focused on Merleau-Ponty, Sartre, and Beauvoir soon fol-
lowed. Other immigrants, including Joseph J. Kockelmans, J.N. 
Mohanty, and Th omas Seebohm, joined this new generation.

Many more Americans have subsequently gone to study in 
Europe, but phenomenologists beginning with Maurice Natanson 
have also been ever increasingly formed domestically at the New 
School for Social Research, Duquesne University, Tulane University, 
then Catholic, Stanford, Northwestern, and Yale Universites, and 
now also DePaul, Memphis, and Stony Brook Universites. 

Other phenomenological organizations formed over the years 
in philosophy and disciplines beyond it are chronicled in the ap-
pendix of this volume. Lest it be thought that North American 
phenomenology exists only in the United States, however, the 
Canadian Society for Continental Philosophy and the Society 
for Existential and Phenomenological Th eory and Culture de-
serves extra mention. It deserves mention as well that Th e World 
Phenomenology Institute has been led from the United States for 
thirty years. And while also not represented in this volume, the 
International Institute of Hermeneutics deserves mention for fos-
tering hermeneutical phenomenology.
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Individual careers and the establishment of institutions for 
professional activities and teaching has been slowed in North 
America by opposition from the analytical thought predominant 
in the former British Empire and centered in recent decades in 
North America. Th is was supported by Logical Empiricist émigrés 
also from Nazism in the 1930s as well as by the Anglophilia of 
many Americans new as well as old and has relations with the rise 
of behavioristic psychology and positivistic social science on this 
continent. 

Nevertheless, there were the historical traditions of Pragmatism, 
especially the work of the early William James, and also the work 
of Robert W. Park and the Chicago School of sociology for phe-
nomenologists to connect with in North America. Eff orts to build 
bridges with the dominant traditions there, with some important 
exceptions, such as that with respect to Cognitive Science, have 
thus far however fostered mostly one-way traffi  c. And there are 
those who now curiously claim that phenomenology is best taught 
in the analytic departments.

Within North America, various post-phenomenological 
“Continental” tendencies have in recent decades to be imported 
wholesale from Europe for retail domestic distribution with their 
origins in phenomenology often overlooked. Overall, at least philo-
sophical phenomenology is thus sometimes today said to be caught 
between the hard place of analytic philosophy and the soft place of 
Post-Modernism. 

Even so, North American phenomenology continues to grow 
and spread. In an era when English is ever stronger as the second 
language of intellectuals across the planet, the translating of French, 
German, and Spanish work in phenomenology into English has 
chiefl y been done since decades on this continent and benefi ts 
the entire planetary tradition. Moreover, contacts and interaction 
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between North America and Europe continue and, more recent-
ly have greatly grown with Latin America and Asia. It is out of 
these connections across the planet that, among other things, the 
Organization of Phenomenological Organizations has been able to 
arise.

II
Th e essays in the present volume can be placed under three 

headings. 

A.—Discussion of Figures:
Not surprisingly, several of the essays oriented primarily on 

a single fi gure focus on Husserl.  James Dodd provides a very 
thoughtful and thorough analysis of Husserl’s notion of givenness 
from the standpoints of both static and genetic phenomenology 
and shows how the problem of givenness points to and is anchored 
in the phenomenon of temporality.  Saulius Geniusas also analyses 
the correlation between the given object and the manners of its 
givenness according to Husserl, with an emphasis on the givenness 
of objects in perception that, in diff erent variations, provides a uni-
fying theme for Husserl’s work as a whole. In his essay entitled “For 
Lack of Intentionality,” Dallas Willard points out how Husserl’s 
insights into the relationship between meaning and intentionality 
can help avoid the problems encountered by David Wiggins in his 
recent book Sameness and Substance Renewed.

Dennis Skocz takes a very diff erent approach. He reviews 
Husserl’s conceptions of nature, the surrounding environment 
(Umwelt), and the earth to show that Husserl’s work provides re-
sources for an environmental awareness that have been for the most 
part neglected until now. Later in this introduction, the relevance 
of Husserl for other discipliness will also be seen in the essays by 
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James Mensch, Shaun Gallagher, and Marilyn Nissim-Sabat  (for 
psychology and cognitive science) and Carolyn Cusick (for public 
relations).

Th ere are two papers on Sartre. Christine Daigle shows how 
the ethics presented in Sartre’s early work, especially Being and 
Nothingness, is rooted in his phenomenological ontology. William 
McBride uses the occasion of the centenary in 2005 of Sartre’s 
birth to argue for the continued relevance of Sartre’s thought for 
phenomenology, and especially for ethics and politics, in the con-
temporary setting as well. 

Philip Blosser’s “Scheler and ‘Values that Belong to the Ethical 
Sphere’” begins with a discussion of value in Scheler, arguing that 
the distinction between moral values and aesthetic values is not 
as clear-cut as some contemporary commentators have maintained 
and that, for a phenomenologically adequate theory of valuing, one 
would have to go beyond what Scheler’s conception is capable of 
providing.

Heidegger’s non-metaphysical ethics is the topic of Francois 
Raff oul’s study. He argues that, contrary to what many have 
claimed, Being and Time has profound ethical implications, but 
that what is unsettling to many is that it undercuts the idea of eth-
ics as a system of clear guidelines for action that can be grounded 
in a basic metaphysical principle that one can use to avoid Dasein’s 
responsibility as the ultimate groundless ground of ethical norms.

Michael Barber analyses the correspondence between Alfred 
Schutz and Eric Voegelin to recall Voegelin’s critique of phenom-
enology based on his suspicion of epistemological/methodological 
approaches in general that appear to proceed independently of life-
world relationships and fundamental stances towards the life-world 
undertaken by those who participate in it. Even though this essay 
concentrates on the discussion between two specifi c fi gures, it also 
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provides a good illustration of the infl uence of phenomenology 
upon discussions in other disciplines, in this case political theory, 
and the views of some who engaged in that discussion of the limits 
of phenomenology at the same time. 

Richard Cohen’s essay on the theme of death in Levinas and 
Heidegger is another example of the theme of the ethical in phe-
nomenology. He argues that Heidegger’s introduction of death as 
a central topic was a signifi cant advance, but that it is Levinas’ 
treatment of the topic that reveals the deeply ethical signifi cance of 
death that Heidegger’s description of it fails to bring out as clearly.

Maurice Merleau-Ponty’s work also plays a prominent role in 
several essays within this volume, most clearly in Mensch, Macke, 
and Lanigan, but since each these essays is organized primarily 
around phenomenological descriptions of specifi c topics that play 
a prominent role in Merleau-Ponty’s work rather than an interpre-
tation of those works, they will be introduced in the sections below 
that describe some of the appropriations of phenomenology out-
side of philosophy and introduce those essays in which the focus is 
less on an author than a main topic in phenomenology.

B.—Disciplines Beyond Philosophy:
Phenomenological philosophy originally received consider-

able benefi ts from other disciplines, as Lester Embree reminds us 
in his essay on “Disciplines beyond Philosophy: Recollecting a 
Phenomenological Frontier.” He also encourages philosophers to 
recognize the important role that phenomenology has played in 
the history of various disciplines outside philosophy and encour-
ages phenomenological philosophers to take these developments 
seriously and learn from them.

One area in which phenomenology has and continues to be a 
powerful source of infl uence is architecture. Many architects have 
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drawn on themes from Heidegger and Merleau-Ponty to enrich 
their work and explain to themselves and to others how they are 
organizing spaces and how they can do so more mindfully. In an 
analysis of Wright’s Fallingwater and Aalto’s Villa Mairea, Erku 
Mulugeta Assefa draws upon Karsten Harries’ notion of a “natural 
symbol” as a way of understanding the power of these two archi-
tectural masterpieces.

At fi rst glance one of the most surprising marriages of philoso-
phy and other disciplines in this volume might be David Seamon’s 
essay on the novelist and agrarian reformer Louis Bromfi eld. Also 
from a Department of Architecture, Seamon says that, “By phe-
nomenology, I mean most simply the exploration and description 
of things and experiences as human beings experience those things 
and experiences.” Th e essay is a vivid illustration of the fruitfulness 
that can emerge from this very straightforward defi nition and the 
approach that follows from it, one in which Bromfi eld’s own liter-
ary work and political project can also fi nd their place. 

Another place where phenomenology has exerted a powerful 
infl uence has been the fi eld of communication. Th is collection in-
cludes several examples of the way that phenomenology can serve 
as a useful tool for interpreting and providing critical analyses of 
phenomena that are at issue in this fi eld. For instance, Mélanie 
Bourdaa and Paul Majkut employ a phenomenological approach 
to make sense of new developments in television and new me-
dia. Bourdaa describes how new ways of receiving, choosing, and 
watching television in France are transforming the media from 
something standardized and passive, at least from the standpoint 
of the viewer, and making it much more interactive and individual-
ized and changing the way that television itself and its increasingly 
active viewers relate to and shape reality. 
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Majkut’s essay analyses new developments in television under 
the heading of “MetaTV” that involves the shift from the consumer 
as a passive receiver to the creator of a new narrative. He cautions, 
however, that this shift is not an antidote to deception, but rather 
a diff erent form of narrative with its own unique possibilities of 
falsehood and deception. 

Richard Lanigan argues that a specifi c phenomenon that is 
central to Merleau-Ponty and to many others in philosophy but 
outside of the phenomenological tradition, namely embodiment, 
needs to be accorded a central role in communicology as well. 
Communication between human beings involves embodied hu-
man experience, so researchers and theorists need to be mindful of 
the bodily dimension of communication. He also asserts that the 
eidetic method can be useful outside of philosophy and shows how 
it can be validated in communication theory through empirical 
medical research.

Th is is consistent with the thesis advanced by Frank Macke, 
another Professor in Communication. He also points to Merleau-
Ponty’s groundbreaking work on embodied subjectivity, which he 
asserts has not been suffi  ciently taken up in the human sciences, 
and he advances the radical claim that we can and should learn 
from Merleau-Ponty’s defi nition of the “fl esh” as “chiasm” that the 
body is not merely a medium of communication, but communica-
tion itself.

An alternative approach is found in Elizabeth Behnke’s essay 
on “Bodily Relationality: An Experiment in Phenomenological 
Practice (VII).” She draws upon methodological approaches and 
insights from Husserlian phenomenology and transformative so-
matic practice in order to illustrate many modes of embodied re-
lationality and to develop a set of practices that can embrace one’s 
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bodily awareness and allow one’s lived engagement with the world 
and with others to become deeper, richer, and more authentic.

Th ere has been a long and fruitful interaction between phi-
losophy and human psychology. But Scott Churchill’s essay 
“Experiencing the Other within the We: Phenomenology with 
a Bonobo” extends this tradition by showing how psychologi-
cal research into communication with non-human primates can 
be conducted very explicitly within a framework oriented on the 
phenomenological concept of empathy, an empathy that can reach 
across species to make sense of behaviors of non-human “others.”

C.—Applications in Areas Outside of Traditional 
Academic Philosophy
Not all of the applications of phenomenology to areas and prob-

lems traditionally beyond academic philosophy are undertaken by 
persons with appointments in other departments. Many of the 
essays in this collection are examples of applications of phenom-
enological methods and concepts to problems usually addressed in 
other disciplines.

One example of the application of concepts and themes of 
phenomenology, in this case Husserlian phenomenology, outside 
the typical domain of academic philosophy is the essay by Carolyn 
Cusick, in which she off ers a critique of manipulative and reduc-
tionistic ways of presenting information and persuading an audi-
ence in advertising techniques – more typically a topic in com-
munication theory, public relations, or political theory than phi-
losophy. She makes the case that the techniques themselves, even 
when they are put in the service of otherwise laudatory political 
causes, address the audience in such a way as to defeat the purpose 
of enlightened political action by turning the audience into mere 
consumers of a political agenda even in the best of cases.
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Another example is Harry Reeder’s essay “Living Words and 
Concepts: Semantic Space and Semantic Structure,” which shows 
how phenomenological notions and analyses can provide a solid 
foundation the concepts that underlie another closely related fi eld, 
namely linguistics. He shows how a phenomenologically more ad-
equate understanding of fundamental features of human discourse 
can provide a richer and more concrete comprehension of the phe-
nomena studied empirically.

Another philosopher, Marilyn Nissim-Sabat, revisits Husserl’s 
refutations of psychologism and naturalism as she reviews, nearly a 
century later, the tendencies in contemporary psychology and psy-
chiatry to address mental problems from a medical perspective that 
ignores the meaning-dimension of mental phenomena. She argues 
that recent attempts to bring phenomenology and cognitive science 
together tend to misinterpret and thereby overlook or eliminate 
the specifi cally phenomenal character of mental phenomena and 
thereby fall prey to precisely the kind of fallacies Husserl pointed 
to at the beginning of the 20th Century. 

In this general sense, Shaun Gallagher in his essay on 
“Neurophilosophy and Neurophenomenology” shares Nissim-
Sabat’s misgivings about eliminitivist tendencies in some areas 
of contemporary cognitive science. In place of cognitive science 
strictly as a version of a reductionistic neuroscience, Gallagher ar-
gues that there is a legitimate place for a neurophenomenology 
that incorporates many of the insights and approaches of classical 
phenomenology and can appropriate them as fruitful guides for 
empirical research into the phenomena that are the subject of cog-
nitive science. He argues that in the project of elucidating mental 
phenomena, there is a legitimate role for both empirical science 
and refl ective phenomenology understood in the proper way.
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Another contribution to the discussion of themes in artifi -
cial intelligence is James Mensch’s “Artifi cial Intelligence and the 
Phenomenology of Flesh.” He calls into question one of the fun-
damental assumption of the project of artifi cial intelligence that 
attempts to draw a sharp line between human beings’ physical ca-
pacities and their intellectual capacities. Using Husserl’s analyses 
of the essential role that kinaesthesis plays in the constitution of 
human knowledge of the objects within the world, Mensch argues 
that the bodily or physical dimension of the intellectual process of 
knowing cannot be neglected without distorting the phenomenon 
under discussion. To understand human intelligence, it is essential 
to take into account that it is embodied intelligence.

Hermeneutics has come in the 20th century to be seen by some 
as a school of philosophy, but previously was regarded as a tool or 
a methodological refl ection upon the scholarly work accomplished 
in other areas such as law, biblical or literary interpretation, or his-
tory. Th omas Seebohm’s recent book Hermeneutics: Method and 
Methodology provides an overview of the history of hermeneutics 
and a critique of some of the philosophical assumptions that have 
gained recent currency within philosophy. Th omas Nenon’s essay 
on Seebohm and his work is a response to that book, and it at-
tempts to establish the connection between this work and the phe-
nomenological tradition that provides the backdrop for Seebohm’s 
important contribution to this fi eld.

*
*       *

Th is collection illustrates how basic themes of earlier phenom-
enology such as the corporality, ethics, phenomenological method, 
and resistance to reductive strategies in modernity are still part of 
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the contemporary discussion in phenomenology. At the same time, 
it shows how phenomenology is able provide fruitful responses to 
new topics in and outside of philosophy such as cognitive science, 
new media, environmental studies, studies of other species, as well 
as the analytical approaches within philosophy to the theories of 
mind and language. Along with other volumes in this collection, 
this volume shows that phenomenology is one of the world’s most 
vibrant intellectual movements.

Th e fi rst generation chiefl y of refugees and immigrants is gone 
and the net generation, which was trained in North America as well 
as Europe during the 1950s and ‘60s, is leaving the scene. Because 
phenomenology is well established in North America, however, 
there is a growing number of younger North American phenom-
enologists from whom much can be expected in the 21st Century.


