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T H L O P T H L O C C O C R E E K 

One of the four members of 
the Oklahoma Creek 

Confederaq^ is the Thlopthlocco 
Tribal Town based in Okemah, 
Oklahoma. Like their neighbors, 
the Kialegee, the Thlopthlocco 
are headed by a tribal town king, 
the only two instances of a 
monarchical title being applied to 

the head of a native nation within the United States (REAI, 31-32) 
[see Kialegee Creek]. 

The flag of the Thlopthlocco is dark red and bears a white circle in the 
center edged in black—the seal of the Tribal Town. The central element 
of the Thlopthlocco s seal is a crossed pair of lacrosse sticks, between them 
a black dot represents a 
lacrosse ball. These allude 
to the Creeks claim to 
inventing the sport 
hundreds of years ago. 

Below the lacrosse 
sticks is a campfire which 
signifies the Sacred Fire 
from which villagers would 
take coals back to their 
homes to rekindle their 
own hearth fires. This ritual occurred at the end of the Green Corn 
Ceremony, or Busk—from the Creek word boskita meaning "to fast" 
(ENAT, 74-76). The Green Corn Ceremony was the most important of 
all the rituals among the Creek people, an annual rite of purification and 
renewal. The Sacred Fire in the seal of Thlopthlocco thus represents the 
beginnings of a new life for the Creek in Oklahoma after being evicted 
from their traditional homelands of Georgia and Alabama. 

OKEMAH, OK EST, 1834 

" T H L O P T H L O C C O " curves at the top of the seal and " C R E E K 
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T R I B A L T O W N " curves below, all in black. Hanging from the seal, 
turning it into a warriors shield, are four white-and-black feathers, 
representing the sacred number four with its multiple meanings. 
Across the bottom of the flag in white is " O K E M A H , O K " and "EST. 
1834", the date of the Thlopthloccos reorganization in Indian 
Territory. 


