
340 American City Flags

STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA

Population Rank: U.S. ....  # 70
California ....  # 12

Proportions:  2:3 (usage)

Adopted:  27 August 1999 (unofficial)

DESIGN:  The field of the flag of Stockton is divided in half, red at the
hoist and blue at the fly.  In its center an oversized seal spans the height
of the field.  The flag is 26 by 39 units.  A white outer ring of the seal, 2
units wide, encloses three concentric rings; the first and third are gold
edged in black, and one-half of a unit wide, and form the outer and
inner edges of the second ring, which is white, and 3 units wide.
STOCKTON FOUNDED JUNE 1849 curves clockwise around the
top portion of the white ring, INCORPORATED JULY 1850 curves
counterclockwise below, all blue.  Red five-pointed stars separate these
legends.  In the center of the seal is a large, light brown, antlered tule elk
facing the fly.  In the background, a dark brown mountain range rises
from the horizontal center of the seal.  The range has four peaks, the
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highest in the center, and above them is a light blue sky.  The lower half
of the scene depicts a blue river below the mountains, about one-third
the width of the scene’s lower half.  On the fly side is a small red sailboat
with two white sails and a red pennant, billowing toward the fly.  The
lowest portion of the seal shows green grass below the elk.

SYMBOLISM:  The tule elk is native to the region.  The central peak
has traditionally represented Mount Diablo, a prominent peak in the
area, but others consider the mountains depicted on the seal to be the
Sierra Nevada, a mountain range to the east of the city.  The water
behind the elk reflects Stockton’s dependence on water as a main trans-
portation artery for supplies during the California Gold Rush.  A mod-
ern interpretation of the water would be the importance of Stockton as
a seaport, as well as the 1,000 miles of Sacramento River Delta water-
ways used for fishing, boating, and other recreational activities.

HOW SELECTED:  Developed by the city clerk in 1999, but never
officially adopted.  The seal on the flag was adopted 25 July 1994.

DESIGNER:  Katherine Gong Meissner, city clerk.  The redesigned
seal of 1994 was the project of the previous city clerk, Frances Hong,
who felt that the original majesty of the elk as it appeared on the first
seal had been lost over the years due to poor renditions as it was copied.

MORE ABOUT THE FLAG:  When Stockton was a finalist for the
All-America City award in 1999, Meissner developed the flag so that
the city would have a flag with its new seal for the delegates to take
along to the competition in Philadelphia.

FORMER FLAG:  The original seal was designed by Stockton’s first
mayor, Samuel Purdy, in 1850.  It is
identical to the current seal, except
that the elk walks toward the hoist,
looking over its left shoulder.  This
version of the seal in gold on a green
field was used unofficially as the city’s
flag until 1999.


