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Kitchener, Ontario

DESIGN:  The flag of the City of Kitchener has a white field with a dark 
green segment at the hoist in the form of a trapezoid.  On a field of 2 by 4 
units, the top of the trapezoid is 1 unit; the base, 1.3 units.  The arms of the 
city, without supporters, appear in a dark green oval edged in golden yellow 
in the centre of the white fly section.  The oval is about 1.5 units high and 1.3 
units wide.  The shield’s shape is somewhat elaborate, with scrolls on both 
sides at the top and a point at the top centre.  The sides of the shield are also 
pointed in the mid-section, aligned with the scrolled ends above.  The field of 
the shield is beige.  In its centre is a small beaver in golden yellow, facing the 
hoist, surrounded by an open wreath composed of oak leaves on the left and 
maple leaves on the right, all in dark green.  Above the beaver is 1916 in small 
green numerals.  Above the shield is a golden yellow ribbon with CITY OF in 
white sans-serif letters.  Above that ribbon is a royal crown in golden yellow, 
with white details.  Below the shield is another heraldic ribbon, also golden 
yellow, with KITCHENER in white in sans-serif letters. The outside edges 
of ribbons and shield, but not the crown, are very narrowly edged in white.
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SYMBOLISM:  The beaver (Castor canadensis) and maple leaves are symbols 
traditionally associated with Canada.  The oak leaves, from the tree sacred to 
the German people, allude to the city’s original name, Berlin, and its large 
German-Canadian population.  The royal crown symbolizes the monarchy.  
The date, 1916, is the year that the name of the city was changed from Ber-
lin to Kitchener, owing to anti-German sentiment in Canada during World 
War I.  It honoured the British field marshal, Lord Kitchener, who had won 
fame at Khartoum in the Sudan.

HOW SELECTED:  Introduced by city personnel.

DESIGNERS:  City personnel.  The coat of arms was designed by W. H. 
Schmalz, mayor of what was then Berlin, Ontario, in 1912.

MORE ABOUT THE FLAG:  The city 
flag must be used at City Hall.  Kitchener 
also has a corporate logo flag, identical 
to the city flag, with the oval and coat of 
arms replaced by the city’s logo: the top 
of a round clock tower surmounted by 

a plain flag, and an oval outline circling its base, all in dark green.  The tower 
top is centred above, and rests on, KITCHENER, in golden-yellow serifed 
letters, with the “K” and “R” somewhat larger than the rest.  The clock tower 
is a city landmark now in Victoria Park, but formerly located atop the original 
city hall.  This flag was introduced in 2000 at the same time as the new city 
flag, but only the city flag may be used for “official purposes”.

FORMER FLAG:  Kitchener’s former 
flag, used as early as 1970, has a white 
field with the coat of arms in the centre.  
Below the heraldic ribbon in small black 
letters is ONTARIO, changed in 1916 
from the original CANADA of the 1912 

version because another Kitchener existed in British Columbia.    The original 
shield had BERLIN instead of KITCHENER, and “1912” instead of “1916”.  
In very small black letters, CANADA was centred below the heraldic ribbon.  
The arms are “assumed” rather than granted formally by a heraldic authority.
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