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Proportions:  1:2 
Adopted:  23 October 2000   

Population Rank:  Canada. . . . 4
        Province. . . .2

Ottawa, Ontario

DESIGN:  The flag of the City of Ottawa bears a highly-stylized “O” sym-
bol in white, touching the centres of the upper and lower edges of the flag at 
their midpoints, and dividing the field into blue at the hoist and green (nearly 
an aquamarine) within the “O” and at the fly.  The “O” has three “streamers” 
emanating upward from the left side, with pointed ends; its central circle is 
two-thirds the height of the flag.  

SYMBOLISM:  The stylized “O” logo (for “Ottawa”) represents the vibrancy 
and forward movement of the new amalgamated city.  It also acknowledges 
Ottawa’s status as the nation’s capital with its three streamers forming a subtle 
and abstract suggestion of a maple leaf and a hint of local architecture, especially 
the Parliament Buildings.  The streamers also symbolize hope, harmony, and 
working together toward a common goal.  Green and blue are the colours of 
Ottawa.  The flag was designed to reflect the landscape of the city.  The green 
speaks of Ottawa’s quality of life and the city’s abundant green spaces.  The blue 
symbolizes the rivers and waterways that are part of life in the Ottawa area.  
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HOW SELECTED:  The flag was developed following extensive public con-
sultation of over 1,000 people of all ages from all corners of Ottawa-Carleton.  
The Visual Identity Advisory Committee of the Ottawa Transition Board 
worked with the Canadian Heraldic Authority.

DESIGNER:  Unknown.  The concept was created by a commercial design 
firm, which also created a coat of arms with the advice of the Canadian Heral-
dic Authority, but that was rejected in favour of the arms of the former city 
of Ottawa.

MORE ABOUT THE FLAG:  The new flag was first flown on 24 January 
2001 after the amalgamation of twelve cities.  The dynamic use of colour is 
supposed to reflect how the citizens of Ottawa regard their city.  The stylized 
“O” is the logo that most frequently identifies the city.

FORMER FLAGS:  Ottawa had two former flags—a vertical tricolour of 
purple, red, and blue from 1901 to 1987, and the same flag from 1987 to 2000 
with the Ottawa arms in the central panel.  The purple honours Queen Vic-
toria, who made Ottawa the capital of Canada.  Red and blue represented the 
Liberal and Conservative parties of that time.

1901 – 1987 1987 – 2000

Cumberland Gloucester

The megacity Ottawa was created through an amalgamation of the Cities of 
Cumberland, Gloucester, Kanata, Nepean, Ottawa, and Vanier; the Towns of 
Goulbourn, Osgoode, Rideau, and West Carleton; the Village of Rockcliffe 
Park; and the Region of Ottawa-Carleton.  Each of these had its own flag.
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Goulbourn Kanata

Nepean Nepean (alternate)

Osgoode Rideau

Rockcliffe Park Vanier

West Carleton Ottawa-Carleton Region
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OTHER FLAGS:  The National Capital Region of Canada, which includes 
Ottawa and straddles the border between Ontario and Québec, has another 
major municipality with a flag.

Gatineau, Québec 
The Gatineau flag, adopted in 2002, has proportions of 1:2 and is white with 
a blue stripe at the hoist one-fourth of the length of the flag and curving 
inwards on its right side.  In the centre is the city signature, the city logo (a 
stylized “G” in green, white, and blue with three waves forming an oval) over 
the inscription Ville de, in smaller font, over Gatineau, all in blue sans-serif 
letters.  The reverse side of the flag shows a mirror image of the signature.  A 
commercial design firm designed the logo and the flag.  Translated from city 
documentation:  The overall shape of the logo is meant to be a unifying symbol, 
formed of a stylized “G”, sweeping its territory in a single movement.  The three 
wavy forms represent the rivers crossing the city from west to east and from north 
to south.  The three waves and the two green ribbons between them recall the five 
municipalities that were merged in 2002 to create the new city:  Aylmer, Buck-
ingham, Gatineau, Hull, and Masson-Angers.  Blue evokes pure air and water; 
green evokes nature, growth and security.

Gatineau used at least three previous 
flags.  One placed the previous city logo, 
with letters in blue and a stylized “G” 
in green, on a white field.  Another cen-
tred the “G” alone on a white field.  Still 
another placed the city’s coat of arms on 

a white field.  The shield of the arms is golden yellow, with a light blue hori-
zontal stripe with wavy edges crossing the centre, and three evergreen trees 


