
106 American City Flags

EL PASO, TEXAS

Population Rank: U.S. ....  # 22
Texas ......  # 4

Proportions:  3:5 (official)

Adopted:  29 March 1962 (official)

DESIGN:  The field of El Paso’s flag is dark blue with a traditional city
emblem, an augmentation of the city seal, in the center.  The center of
the emblem is a gray five-pointed star, half of each point shaded in
black making it appear three-dimensional.  The hoist side of the top
point of the star is shaded, as are the corresponding sides of the other
points.  The star overlays a bright yellow sun with 35 equal rays emanat-
ing from its circumference.  The sun is on a maroon field (described
officially as “red-purple”), and is enclosed within a narrow white circle
that forms the inner edge of a maroon ring around the sun, its outer
edge also bordered in white.  An open wreath of green olives leaves
fills the sides of the ring.  Above the ring is a wide heraldic ribbon,
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white on the front and maroon on the back.  The ribbon is folded so
that the front shows from about 10 to 2 o’clock, and its back ends hang
down to 8 and 4 o’clock.  On the ribbon appears CITY OF EL PASO
in maroon in an Arial-type font.  A shorter ribbon covers the lower
central part of the ring, with TEXAS in the same letters.

The drawing accompanying the ordinance of adoption shows a flag of
3 by 5 feet.  The emblem is positioned 17 inches from the edge of the
hoist and the fly, and 6 inches from the top and bottom.  The emblem
measures 26 inches horizontally, and 24 inches vertically.

SYMBOLISM:  The star is identical to the star on the city’s official seal,
as well as on the official seal of the state of Texas.  The radiant sun
echoes the city’s nickname, “The City of the Sun”.  An informational
document accompanying the ordinance of adoption also specifies the
symbolism of each of the colors:

(1) Golden-yellow:  Richness of a sunny climate.
(2) Yellow-green:  Hope, good fortune, fertile land and vitality.
(3) Silver:  Faith
(4) White:  Purity
(5) Blue:  Sincerity
(6) Red-purple (two shades):  Fellowship, warmth, and shelter.

No real distinction is made between white and silver on the flag, and
the red-purple portions appear as one color, although the intention was
to make the field around the sun a darker purple than the other maroon
areas.  The ordinance of adoption mentions only “red-purple” and does
not specify two shades.  Similarly, only “green” is mentioned, not “yel-
low-green”.

HOW SELECTED:  In 1960, a group of Girl Scouts wanted to em-
broider a city flag, and as the project proceeded, they learned that the
city flag in council chambers had an incorrect city seal.  The city admin-
istration decided to re-design the flag and ultimately came up with a
new flag design deemed more authentic historically.

DESIGNER:  The city planning department, for the administration.
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MORE ABOUT THE FLAG:  The emblem on the flag dates to about
1880; it was enclosed in a cornerstone of a new city hall built in 1899.
When that city hall was demolished in 1958 to make way for a replace-
ment, the emblem was recovered.  In addition to the star and radiant
sun, it also shows a spray of wheat on its dexter side and grapes and
grape leaves on its sinister side.

FORMER FLAGS:  El Paso
adopted its first flag on 17 June
1948.  The ordinance of adoption
specifies its design:

Now therefore, be it resolved that the
official flag of the city of El Paso shall
be a light blue field with the seal of
the City in gold in or near the center
thereof.

The flag was manufactured in a 5:8
ratio, but instead of the official seal

of the city, the manufacturer used what was termed a city “crest”, which
was really the seal of the State of Texas with the city’s name on a ring a
round it.

The official city seal does not have
the olive and oak branches that
wreathe the state seal, on the one
hand, and on the other, the city seal
has the name of the state spelled out
around the star, one letter between
each set of points.  Since the “crest”
was widely used (and still is) on city
stationery, the difference went no-
ticed until 1960 when the Girl
Scouts examined the flag more

closely, thinking to embroider a new one.  Thus, with the adoption of a
new flag, the 1948 version was never actually made.


