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PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA

Population Rank: U.S. ......  # 5
Pennsylvania ......  # 1

Proportions:  3:5 (official)

Adopted:  27 March 1895 (official)

DESIGN:  According to Philadelphia’s 1895 ordinance of adoption:
The Civic Flag, or Standard of the City, shall be as follows:  Material shall
be American made bunting or silk of the colors designated 10 feet in length
and 6 feet in width, or in proportion thereto.  The same shall be parted
vertically (per pale) in three equal parts, the first and third to be azure blue,
and the second or middle, pale golden yellow.  Upon the latter pale shall be
emblazoned the City Arms, as borne upon the City Seal.

In heraldic terminology the coat of arms can be described:  “For a shield:  Azure a
fess between a plow in chief and a sailing ship in base, all Or; For a crest:  A right
hand and arm holding a pair of scales proper; For supporters:  Dexter, the female
figure of ‘Peace’ holding a scroll charged with an anchor, and sinister the
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female figure of ‘Plenty’ upholds a cornucopia.  For a motto:  PHILADEL-
PHIA MANETO (Let Brotherly Love Prevail).

In lay terms, Philadelphia’s flag is divided into three equal vertical stripes
of blue, yellow, and blue.  In the center of the yellow stripe are the city’s
arms, a blue shield divided in the center by a horizontal band, with a
plow above and a sailing ship below, all in golden yellow.  Above the
shield is a right hand and arm upon a heraldic wreath, holding a pair of
scales, in natural colors.  Allegorical figures flank the shield:  Peace on
the left and Plenty on the right.  Peace holds a scroll showing an anchor
and Plenty holds a cornucopia.  On a scroll below is PHILADELPHIA
MANETO.  The seal of Philadelphia, which contains the coat of arms,
was established by the Ordinance of Councils of 14 February 1874.

SYMBOLISM:  The plow and sailing ship also appear on Pennsylvania’s
arms, and together these two symbols reflect the early commercial in-
terests of the city—agriculture and maritime commerce.  Originally,
William Penn had adopted the plow as a symbol for the crest of the
coat of arms of Chester County, which was under his administration.
The ship derives from the seal of the Society of Traders, organized in
London to promote the settlement of Pennsylvania.  Philadelphia is
home to the world’s largest fresh-water port and has a shipbuilding
industry and government navy yard.

HOW SELECTED:  Unknown

DESIGNER:  Dr. Henry C. McCook.

MORE ABOUT THE FLAG:  Throughout the years a variant flag
has flown without the coat of arms.

OTHER FLAGS:  As in the case of Pittsburgh, which officially adopted
a civic flag four years later, Philadelphia adopted a city ensign, city pen-
nant, and city streamer along with a civic flag.  They closely resemble
their Pittsburgh counterparts.

The city ensign (merchant flag) is the same as the city flag, except in
place of the coat of arms is just its crest (the arm holding the balance
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upon a heraldic wreath) sur-
rounded by thirteen five-
pointed azure blue stars, and its
proportions are 2:3.

The city pennant has a triangu-
lar field of golden yellow and in
the center is a blue triangle bear-
ing the city crest surrounded by

thirteen five-pointed stars, all in golden yellow; its proportions are 4:5.

The city streamer is a golden yellow field 2 feet in width and 15 in
length.  A blue section next to the hoist is one-fourth the length of the
flag and in its center is the city crest in golden yellow.


