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SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA

Population Rank: U.S. ....  # 11
California ......  # 3

Proportions:  3:5 (usage)

Adopted:  5 June 1984 (official)

DESIGN:  The flag of San José is a horizontal tribar of gold, white, and
blue stripes in proportions of 1:4:1.  Centered on the white stripe is the
city seal, one unit in diameter on a field of 3 by 5 units.  The seal is
encircled by a black-edged gold band, the outer edge of which is bor-
dered by a narrow gold stripe, which in turn is bordered by a slightly
wider black stripe.  On the top half of the gold band in black block
letters, clockwise, runs CITY OF SAN JOSE.  Centered on the lower
portion of the band is CALIFORNIA, in the same letters.  Separating
the two legends on either side is a small black six-pointed star.  The field
of the seal is white.  In its center is a shock of wheat, with a bunch of
purple grapes on either side curved along the seal’s inner edge, their
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stems joined in a gold bow below the wheat.  Centered below the seal,
and attached to it, is a small gold cartouche-shaped oval bearing the
legend FOUNDED 1777.  The seal was adopted officially on 9 Sep-
tember 1850.

SYMBOLISM:  The grapes and wheat sheaf indicate the area’s main
agricultural products in the mid-19th century.

HOW SELECTED:  The flag was developed by the rules committee
and the Historic Landmarks Commission of San José, beginning in
August 1968, at the request of the city council.

DESIGNER:  Unknown.

MORE ABOUT THE FLAG:  The city’s name is written with an ac-
cent on the letter “e” of “José”, a convention that is frequently ignored.
In any case, capital letters in Spanish are normally not accented unless
the accent is needed for clarity.

FORMER FLAG:  The first
flag of San José was designed by
Clyde Arbuckle, the city histo-
rian, who worked with the his-
toric landmarks commission.
The flag has a white field bor-
dered with three stripes, one
inside the other.  From the out-
side edge, they are white, gold,

and blue, the last two colors being those of California.  The city seal,
without the lettering around the seal or the cartouche below it, is in the
center of the field.  Above the seal, SAN JOSÉ, CALIFORNIA runs
horizontally; below the seal is FOUNDED 1777, all in large black let-
ters.  The flag’s proportions are 3 by 4.5.  It was officially adopted 2
June 1969.


