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Red Deer, Alberta

DESIGN:  The flag of the City of Red Deer is divided diagonally into three 
sections.  The central section forms a very wide band running from the base 
of the flag to its top, in width about 13/16 the height of the flag.  On the 
lower right it intersects the base of the flag about 1/16 of the way from the 
hoist, on the upper right it intersects the top of the flag about 1/16 of the way 
from the fly.  The resulting right-angled trapezoid on the left is red, with a 
Canadian maple leaf in white in the upper hoist.  The right-angled trapezoid 
on the right is blue, with a stylized flower in red with five petals outlined in 
black.  In the centre is a full coat of arms in black and white, half the height 
of the flag.  The shield has a horizontal top with points at the upper corners, 
straight sides, and a base ending in a small point.  It is divided horizontally; 
the upper panel is slightly taller than the lower panel, which itself is divided 
vertically.  The upper panel shows a scene of low mountains with a setting 
sun in the background and two dairy cows in the foreground; below its top 
edge are six milk cans.  The lower panels show a plough on the left and an 
open book on the right.  Supporting the shield are a unicorn on the left and 
a lion on the right (similar to the British arms).  Above the shield is the head 
of a deer with prominent antlers, looking to the right.  Behind the deer is a 
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ribbon with CITY OF on the left and RED DEER on the right.  Below the 
ribbon are 1901 on the left and 1913 on the right.  Below the shield is a rib-
bon in three sections, inscribed EDUCATION   INDUSTRY   PROGRESS 
in black serifed letters, the central word slightly larger.  

SYMBOLISM:  The flag might be considered a variant of the Canadian 
pale design, with the central section a parallelogram rather than a square.  
As explained by the city, the City of Red Deer Flag is representative of the three 
levels of government:  the maple leaf denotes the Federal level, the rose the Pro-
vincial level, and the City of Red Deer Coat of Arms the Municipal level.  The 
wild rose (Rosa acicularis) is the provincial flower of Alberta.  The symbolism 
of the coat of arms is explained by the city as well:  The groundwork of moun-
tains showing the setting sun represents sunny Alberta.  The dairy cows represent 
dairy farming.  The six milk cans denote the shipping of dairy products.  A Van 
Slyke breaking plough on the bottom left of the shield represents three distinct 
points:  farming, a Red Deer invention, and a Red Deer manufacturer.  An open 
book on the bottom right of the shield represents education.  Supporting the shield 
on the right and left respectively are the lion and the unicorn to represent loyalty 
to the Crown.  On the shield are the scroll and motto with the words Education, 
Industry, and Progress.  Just over the shield the dates 1901 and 1913 showing 
the respective years Red Deer was incorporated, first as a town and then as a city. 

HOW SELECTED:  The flag design was approved by resolution of Red Deer’s 
city council on 6 June 1977, with an official dedication ceremony following 
on 26 August 1977.  The coat of arms was designed as a result of a contest.  
In 1915, the city awarded $25 to the designer of the best coat of arms to rep-
resent Red Deer.  According to the city, designs were submitted from all over 
Canada.  Mr. Alex Mitchell, of the firm Mitchell & Jewell in Red Deer, won 
the contest. However, his design was not adopted as the official coat of arms 
until many years later.

DESIGNER:  Unknown.  The arms were designed by Alex Mitchell.

MORE ABOUT THE FLAG:  The city of Red Deer is named for the Red 
Deer River, which flows through it.  The river in turn was originally called 
Waskasoo Seepee by the native Cree, meaning “Elk River”.  Early British trad-
ers thought the local elk (Cervus canadensis) were a type of European red deer 
(Cervus elaphus), and misnamed the river.
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