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WICHITA, KANSAS

Population Rank: U.S. ....  # 50
Kansas ......  # 3

Proportions:  2:3 (usage)

Adopted:  14 June 1937 (official)

DESIGN:  The field of Wichita’s flag would be described in heraldry as
“Gyronny of six, Gules and Argent”, that is, alternating red and white
rays that expand from the center to the field’s borders.  On a field of 2
by 3 units, the rays emanate from a point .875 units from the hoist.
The hoist segment is white, the remaining rays alternate in color.  The
hoist and fly rays are 2 units at their widest; the upper and lower hoist
rays, 1.33 units; and the upper and lower fly rays, 1.67 units.  A blue
disk of 1 unit in diameter, fimbriated in white, overlays the center.  A
Native American sun sign in white fills the disk.  The sun sign differs
slightly from those on the New Mexico state flag and the Albuquerque
and Madison city flags:  the arms comprise three rays rather than four
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(the central ray is slightly longer than the others) and it contains a small
white disk in its center.

SYMBOLISM:  The symbolism is explained by the designer:

The white circle around the field of blue in the center and containing the
Indian design for the sun, symbolizes a ‘hogan’, or permanent home.  Super-
imposed on the field of blue is the white sun.  The blue indicates happiness
and faithfulness in a town of happy people and permanent homes.  Radiat-
ing from the circular field of blue are red and white stripes.  The red means
virtue and honor, the white stands for courageous virtues.  The stripes lining
the red and white background are symbols of rays of light and ways to come
and go, open and free to all—hence, the red, white, and blue.

HOW SELECTED:  Bert Wells, the city manager, asked the American
Legion to develop a contest for a new city flag.  A committee was ap-
pointed by the Legion, consisting of Paul Henrion, head of the Civic
Flag Committee of the Legion, chairman; H. M. Van Auken, secretary
of the chamber of commerce; Glen Thomas, a local architect; John
Rydjord, Wichita University professor; and W. H. Allen, publisher of
the Wichita Beacon.  Six prizes totaling $85 were supplied by the Wichita
Rotary Club, ranging from $40 for the first place to $2 for sixth place.
Judging was done by R. T. Aitchison, Charles M. Capps, and William
Dickinson, who had been appointed by the American Legion and the
Wichita Art Association.

DESIGNER:  Cecil McAlister, a resident of the city, took first place in
the American Legion contest.

MORE ABOUT THE FLAG:  An interesting footnote to the flag’s
adoption followed.  McAlister’s original design shows WICHITA in
white on the fly’s red segment, appearing to emerge from the center as
the letters grow steadily larger toward the fly’s edge.  The first flags
sewn, however (by Mrs. Mary J. Harper), did not have the city’s name
on them.  On 25 March 1940, at the suggestion of Mrs. W. E. Haines
of Haines Tile and Mantel Co., the city commission adopted a resolu-
tion to add the city’s name to the flag, perhaps unaware that it had been
part of the original design.  The resolution, however, went into the
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“pending” file, and was never acted upon, even though there were peri-
odic calls for the name to be added in later years.  The reluctance of the
city government—in opposition to an overwhelming trend among U.S.
cities to place the name of the city on its flag—leads the vexillologist to
wonder if there is a wise flag designer in the Wichita city hall who has
never been persuaded to tamper with success!


