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HONOLULU, HAWAII ✪

Population Rank: U.S. ....  # 41
Hawaii ......  # 1

Proportions:  3:4 (usage)

Adopted:  13 December 1960 (official)

DESIGN:  The field of Honolulu’s flag is dark yellow, with the city seal
in the center.  On a field of 3 by 4 units, the seal’s diameter is 2 units.
Its outer edge is also dark yellow and beveled to resemble a rope, de-
tailed in black.  Immediately within the outer edge is a white ring, the
inner edge of which is red, bordered yellow and beaded in white.  On
the band thus formed between the two edges, arched over the top half
from midpoint to midpoint is CITY AND COUNTY OF HONO-
LULU in black block letters.  Centered below and curved counterclock-
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wise, is STATE OF HAWAII in the same letters.  On each side between
the upper and lower legends is a small five-pointed yellow star.

In the center vertical half of the seal is a baroque-style heraldic shield
with a narrow border, colored like the seal’s edges, that conforms to the
shield’s rounded edges with extra curlicues.  The shield is divided quar-
terly, the first and fourth quarters being 8 horizontal stripes of white,
red, and blue, beginning with white at the top.  The second and third
quarters have a yellow field charged with a black stick with a white ball
on top, a pulo’ulo’u, also called a kapu or tabu stick.  A small escutcheon
of green charged with a small yellow five-pointed star, overlays the shield’s
center point. Above the shield, filling the space between the shield and
the inner circle of the seal, is a yellow rising sun.  The dexter supporter
is Nuuanu Pali; the sinister supporter, Diamond Head, both in brown.
The sky of both and the sea in front of Diamond Head are light blue
while the canyon running down from Nuuanu Pali is green.

SYMBOLISM:  The yellow field is the color of Oahu’s flower, the ilima.
The shield of the seal was originally designed for the Republic of Ha-
waii in 1895.  The red, white, and blue stripes of the first and fourth
quarters come from the Hawaiian national flag (now the state flag).
The eight stripes in each quarter represent the eight inhabited islands
under one rule.  The pulo’ulo’u are markers used in ancient times and
during the monarchy, composed of a ball-like object, often cloth-cov-
ered, that was pierced by a stick and stuck in the ground to mark off
areas reserved for nobility and royalty and beyond which commoners
were forbidden to pass.  The early balls were white, and later they were
sometimes gold.  These kapu markers symbolize authority and protec-
tion.  The star in the center is the Star of Hawaii, and the rising sun
symbolizes a new era dawning on Hawaii.

HOW SELECTED:  In 1960 the new Ala Moana Shopping Center
opened with 102 flagpoles.  Ala Moana officials wanted to fly “mean-
ingful” flags from the poles, and thought that the city flag should be
among them.  When they learned the city had no flag, shopping center
staff asked a local commercial artist to design one, after which they
presented it to city council for approval.
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DESIGNER:  Tom Neiman, a commercial artist, working from ideas
supplied by Charles Tyng, manager of Ala Moana’s public relations and
advertising department.

MORE ABOUT THE FLAG:  Some confusion has resulted among
various artists depicting the pulo’ulo’u on the seal, apparently due to the
phrase, “a white ball pierced on a staff ”.  “Pierced” was sometimes in-
terpreted to mean a hole horizontally through the ball, thus giving it
the appearance of a stick with a loop, or a key-like object.  Recent re-
search into their shape has determined that they were ball-like objects
that were stuck onto a stick, much like a tennis ball would look if it had
been pushed onto a sharp stick, and the seal has been modified to show
that on city stationery and other documents.  In the past, the staff men-
tioned in the ordinance was shown variously as black or white.

FORMER FLAG:  For many years the
existence of a flag was apparently forgot-
ten and most city hall staff believed that
there was no city flag.  Not long ago, the
old flag was rediscovered in a corner of a
conference room.  That flag had a lighter
yellow field and variations in the colors of

the emblems in the seal.  It showed the old form of the kapu sticks,
white with a yellow center in the “loop”.   The lettering was blue, as
were the silhouettes of Nuuanu Pali and Diamond Head.  The two stars
on the ring of the seal were outlined in blue like a pentagram and the
outer ring was depicted in yellow.  The shield in the center was yellow
with a blue star.


