
146     Canadian City Flags

Proportions:  2:3 
Adopted:  12 January 1987  

Population Rank:  Canada. . . . 7
        Province. . . .2

Québec, Québec✪

DESIGN:  The flag of the City of Québec has a dark blue field with a notched 
white border edged in dark blue.  In its centre is a stylized three-masted square-
rigged 17th-century ship all in golden yellow; pennants fly from all masts, it 
flies six sails, and details include the bowsprit, rudder, and steering post.  The 
border, whose width is 1/12 the height of the flag, has rectangular “teeth”, 
seven at the top and bottom and four at the sides, each twice as wide as the 
notches between them.

SYMBOLISM:  The city’s documentation interprets the arms:  Like the city 
signature and city arms, Québec city’s flag bears a golden ship with all sails full.  
The ship (the Don de Dieu) recalls the founding of Québec City by Samuel de 
Champlain in 1608.  It also represents the city’s maritime vocation, with its impor-
tant seaport.  The full sails represent the strength and heroism of its population.  
The inclination of the ship inside the crenulated [toothed] border creates a horizon 
line on the vertical axis and on the horizontal axis, exploits the already existing 
design of the ship to its fullest by letting the wind play in its sails.  The colours used 
have the following heraldic meaning:  gold on the ship signifies strength, faith, jus-
tice, wealth, constancy, and brilliance; silver [white] used for the border symbolizes 
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humility, purity, charity, truth, and victory; azure [blue] in the background rep-
resents sovereignty, majesty, serenity, good reputation, knowledge, clarity, and loy-
alty.  This colour is also dominant in the coat of arms and underlines the French 
origins of the city’s founders.  The crenulated border reminds us that Québec is 
a fortified city and that its founder also came from a fortified city, Brouage, in 
Saintonge [France].

HOW SELECTED:  Following a suggestion by former mayor Jean Pelletier, 
the flag, along with a revised version of the assumed arms of 1949, were the 
first city grant of the Canadian Heraldic Authority, celebrating the 380th 
anniversary of the city on 20 September 1988 and the city’s nomination as a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site.  The flag had been proclaimed on 3 Febru-
ary 1987 and was registered as a trade-mark on 22 July 1987.

DESIGNER:  Unknown.

MORE ABOUT THE FLAG:  Heraldic silver is usually represented as white 
on the flag, although some versions (full size, table size, and graphic represen-

tations) render it silver-grey....................   

FORMER FLAGS:  From 1967 to 1987, 
Québec City used a white flag with the 
fleurdelisé flag of Québec in the canton 
and its 1949 arms in the fly.  

Several of the cities that merged with Québec City in 2002 also had symbols 
such as a flag, a coat of arms, or a logo.  Some are illustrated here, along with 
the former flag of the Communauté urbaine de Québec.

Beauport Cap-Rouge
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Communauté urbaine de Québec

Cap-Rouge (alternate)

LB

Sainte-Foy


