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DES MOINES, IOWA ✪

Population Rank: U.S. ....  # 92
Iowa ......  # 1

Proportions:  1:2 (usage)

Adopted:  15 April 1974 (official)

DESIGN:  The flag of Des Moines has a dark blue field with a red
trapezoid at the hoist, its top not quite 3 times the width of its base.
On a field of 12:24 units, the trapezoid’s top would be 5.5 units and its
base 2.3 units.  Three arched bridges in white, each 2.7 units high,
extend from the trapezoid to the fly edge, with one unit between each,
and at top and bottom.  They also increase in width from top to bot-
tom, such that although each has 3 complete arches, a fourth arch is
only partially shown, each progressively a bit wider. The arches of the
top and center bridges are staggered over the bridge below it parallel to
the trapezoid.

SYMBOLISM:  The three bridges represent the row of bridges across
the Des Moines River, easily recognized landmarks of the city that unify
the east and west sections of the city.  The colors of the flag recall those
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of the United States flag.

HOW SELECTED:  At the suggestion of seventh-grade students from
Callanan Junior High School that the city adopt a flag, the Greater Des
Moines Chamber of Commerce conducted a contest during March 1974.
There were 383 entries from residents ranging from three months old
to octogenarians.

DESIGNER:  The contest winner was Walter T. Proctor, editor, pub-
lisher, and founder of American Host, a hotel-motel-resort industry
magazine.

MORE ABOUT THE FLAG:  The first official flag-raising ceremony
for the new city flag was held on 31 March 1975, nearly a year after the
flag was adopted.  Proctor received a framed letter of appreciation from
the Des Moines City Council, a certificate from the chamber of com-
merce, and a framed facsimile of the finished flag design.


