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Halifax, Nova Scotia ✪

Proportions:  9:16  (1:2 usage) 
Adopted:  10 November 1998     

Population Rank:  Canada. . . . 13
        Province. . . .1

DESIGN:  The flag of the Halifax Regional Municipality has a blue field 
bearing a saltire (X-shaped cross) in yellow.  In the centre is a yellow disc, 
half the height of the flag, bearing a kingfisher (Alcedo atthis) in blue with 
yellow details, looking toward the hoist.  On each arm of the cross, near the 
disc, are short broad arrow shapes in blue pointing toward the corners of the 
flag.  In the hoist and fly quarters are stylized 18th-century ships, with three 
masts, square sails, and pennants flying, in yellow and sailing toward the left.

SYMBOLISM:  The flag is a banner of the municipality’s arms.  The Hali-
fax Regional Municipality Council’s Coat of Arms Committee originally 
proposed the saltire, a St. Andrew’s cross, to celebrate the Scottish heritage of 
many citizens and to recall the cross in the provincial flag, symbolizing the 
municipality’s status as the capital of Nova Scotia.  The arms honour the four 
communities forming the Halifax Regional Municipality in 1996 (Halifax, 
Dartmouth, Bedford, and Halifax County).  Each is represented on the arms 
by a specific element:  the kingfisher for the City of Halifax, the 1760-era ships 
for the City of Dartmouth, the wavy blue bars (appearing only on the coat 
of arms, not on the flag) for the County of Halifax, and the broad arrows for 
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the Town of Bedford.  Some elements are repeated for aesthetic balance.  The 
blue field represents the harbours, the sea generally, and the nearby lakes, riv-
ers, and the Shubenacadie Canal.  The broad arrows refer not only to Bedford, 
but recall the long involvement of the authorities of the sovereign in defence 
and the presence of both land and sea-based forces.  The arrows point in four 
directions, symbolizing the region’s naval tradition, and indicating connec-
tions with all corners of the world.  The sailing ships refer to the naval tradi-
tion of Halifax and the history of settlement.  The kingfisher is a symbol of 
industry and appears in the centre, in part as it is the oldest symbol specifi-
cally created for a public government in the capital region (1860).

HOW SELECTED:  The Halifax Regional Council applied to the Canadian 
Heraldic Authority for a grant of a flag, which it adopted through Adminis-
trative Order Number 19, respecting the Corporate Coat of Arms, Logo, and 
Flag.  The Canadian Heraldic Authority made the formal grant on 15 July 1999.

DESIGNER:  Robert D. Watt, Chief Herald of Canada, Canadian Heral-
dic Authority.

MORE ABOUT THE FLAG:  The flag was not initially available to the pub-
lic, and was provided only to civic authorities and flown only on civic property.  
An amendment to the Administrative Order in 2010 made the flag available 
for sale to the public, but restricted its use to “respectful purposes”. 

OTHER FLAG:  In the 1998 adminis-
trative order adopting the flag, a Hali-
fax Regional Municipality logo flag was 
also defined.  It has a white field with 
HALIFAX in large serifed letters, run-
ning over three-fourths the length of 

the flag.  The central “I” has a dot or a disc above it (in some variants this “I” 
is shown in the shape of a lighthouse), with beams extending to the left and 
right across the top of the word, and the middle five letters, “ALIFA”, shorter, 
with a wave below them.  All these are in blue with yellow highlights to the 
left, giving the font and other elements a three-dimensional effect.  Below, 
running the length of “HALIFAX”, is Regional Municipality in blue serifed 
letters.  This logo flag was widely used in the first few years of the existence 
of the Halifax Regional Municipality, but has largely dropped out of use in 
favour of the official flag, which has proven more popular.  The logo flag is 
restricted to municipal purposes only.
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FORMER FLAGS:  The former flag of 
the City of Halifax depicted a golden 
yellow kingfisher, a symbol of indus-
try, on a blue field.  Although use of the 
kingfisher dates to 1860, the flag was 
approved by the minister of municipal 

affairs on 22 October 1964 and adopted on 1 July 1992 when the Chief Her-
ald of Canada granted the city its arms.

The former flag of the City of Dartmouth 
is a yellow over blue bicolour, horizon-
tally divided by four blue and yellow 
wavy lines, and a semicircular field of 
white at the hoist bearing the municipal 
arms in blue, white, and yellow.
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