
Manchester, New Hampshire 203

MANCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE

Population Rank: U.S. ..  # 218
New Hampshire ......  # 1

Proportions:  2:3 (unofficial)

Adopted:  Unknown

DESIGN:  The flag of Manchester places the city seal in color in the
center of a white field.  The seal has a black ring around it, edged in
gold.  In the ring CITY OF MANCHESTER curves clockwise above,
and INCORPORATED JUNE 1846 curves counterclockwise below,
all in gold.  These inscriptions are separated on either side by a gold
four-pointed star with a circle in its center.  The shield contains three
sections:  it is divided horizontally, with the upper half further divided
in half vertically.  In the upper hoist section is a blue waterfall in front of
a mountain range, with two green pine trees.  In the upper fly section is
a black regulator and gear on a green background.  In the lower section
are two factory buildings and the partial façade of a third.  In front of
them, a locomotive hauls a transportation-car loaded with manufac-
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tured goods below a blue sky and upon green grass.  The shield’s sec-
tions are separated by a narrow white line, the same width as the shield’s
white fimbriation.  In the crest position is a workman’s arm, sleeve
rolled up, holding a hammer, with a heraldic ribbon behind reading
LABOR on the hoist side and VINCIT on the fly side.

SYMBOLISM:  The shield’s first section shows Amoskeag Falls on the
Merrimack River with the Uncanoonuc Mountains in the background.
The falling water created the power needed to drive the many textile
factories, such as the important Amoskeag Manufacturing Company,
located there in the 1800s and early 1900s.  The second section shows a
regulator (governor) and gear wheel, symbolizing the power of steam
and machinery “wisely controlled”.  Manchester was a center of manu-
facturing in New England in the 19th and 20th centuries.  The third
section elaborates on this theme by displaying factories or mills and a
train representing transportation and commerce.  The arm holding the
hammer represents industry.  Labor Vincit (“Industry Triumphant” or,
literally, “Labor Conquers”) is an appropriate motto for a city whose
existence was based so heavily on manufacturing.

HOW SELECTED:  Unknown.

DESIGNER:  Unknown.

MORE ABOUT THE FLAG:  As far as can be determined, the flag
was first flown during the 1996 sesquicentennial celebrations of
Manchester’s incorporation in 1846.  The seal itself was adopted by city
ordinance on 22 December 1846.

FORMER FLAG:  Manches-
ter had a flag by 6 April 1965,
perhaps earlier.  This flag had a
field of “yellowish gold” with
the city seal within a dark blue
ring outlined in light blue on
the outside and embroidered
with gold letters, but without
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the stars.  Some of the devices on the shield also have different colors
from the current version.  The mountains in the upper hoist section of
the former version are white, not green, and in the upper fly section the
black regulator is on a white background instead of green.  In the lower
section, the train runs across brown land instead of green.  In the cur-
rent crest above the shield, the arm holding the hammer overlaps the
top of the shield and is oriented toward the fly; in the older version the
arm is entirely above the shield and oriented toward the hoist, which
corresponds to the image shown with the official ordinance.  It is likely
that the differences in colors are due to the interpretation of the seal by
the flags’ manufacturers, since the ordinance establishing the seal sets
no colors.


