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CHESAPEAKE, VIRGINIA

Population Rank: U.S. ....  # 90
Virginia ......  # 3

Proportions:  3:5 (usage)

Adopted:  23 December 1975 (official status uncertain)

DESIGN:  Chesapeake’s flag has a dark red field with the city seal in
color in the center.  Six gold five-pointed stars surround the seal at 9,
11, 1, 3, 5, and 7 o’clock.  The seal has a diameter of 1.6 units on a field
of 3 by 5 units.  A narrow double ring of gold encircles the seal, forming
an outer edge that appears as a single gold ring when reduced in size or
seen from a distance.  Another gold ring, this one beveled, 1.2 units in
diameter, lies within the outer rings.  In the space between on a dark red
field appears, curved clockwise from 9 o’clock to 3 o’clock, • CITY •
OF • CHESAPEAKE • VIRGINIA • 1963 • and curved below,
counterclockwise, in smaller letters, NORFOLK COUNTY 1636 •
SOUTH NORFOLK 1921, all in gold.
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The center of the seal shows two male figures, facing each other and
shaking hands.  Their shirts, sleeves rolled up to the elbow, are white;
their trousers, dark gray.  The fly figure holds a large wrench in his left
hand.  In front of the hoist figure is an old-fashioned gray hand plow
with red handles.  The ground on which they are standing, which extends
to the horizon line bisecting the seal horizontally, appears to be a plowed
field, in gray.  On the horizon line, on the hoist side, between the beveled
ring and the figure with the plow, is a small white house surrounded by
tall green trees.  On the fly side is a gray factory with two smokeless
smoke stacks, in front of which is a gray truck, facing the hoist.  Between
the two men is a gray freighter, moving toward the hoist, its stern hidden
behind the fly figure.  Above, and centered between the two men, is a
small golden yellow sun, with 27 rays emanating from it out to the edge
of the beveled ring.  The sun shines in a light blue sky that fills the
upper half of the seal.  In very small dark blue letters curved and centered
above the sun is ONE INCREASING PURPOSE.

SYMBOLISM:  The city describes the symbolism of the flag’s seal:  The
man’s figure on the left [hoist] represents the rural population, with a background
of fields, trees, and a home.  The plow beside him represents agriculture.  On the
right [fly] is the man representing industry, with a factory in the background.  The
rising sun symbolizes the bright future that will result from the joined hands.  The
motto above the figures, ‘One increasing purpose’ is a phrase from [Alfred Lord]
Tennyson’s Locksley Hall, a poem that deals with the promising future of man.
The red color of the flag stands for the valor at the Battle of Great
Bridge (December 9, 1775, in which the British were completely de-
feated in the Virginia Colony), and the six gold stars are for the six
boroughs of Norfolk County.

HOW SELECTED:  The seal was selected by a special meeting of the
governing bodies of the City of South Norfolk and Norfolk County,
which combined formed the new city of Chesapeake.  The flag was
proposed later by the new city’s mayor, Marian Whitehurst.  The seal
was officially adopted 2 January 1963.

DESIGNER:  Kenneth Harris, a Norfolk artist, who designed both the
seal and flag. JP 


