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M O H A W K 

' I %e Mohawk called themselves 
JL the "People of the Place of the 

Flint". Within the Iroquois 
League, they were the "Keepers of 
the Eastern Door" because of their 
geographic location [see Iroquois 
Confederacy]. Today s Mohawk 
Nation spans the border between 
the United States and Canada. In 

the United States, the Mohawk are mostly on the St. Regis Reservation, 
just south of the Quebec-New York border; these St. Regis Mohawks 
are part of the Akwesasne Band. 

In 1974, about 200 St. Regis Mohawks seized a 612-acre parcel of land 
at Eagle Bay on Moss Lake in the Adirondack Mountains, claiming 
original title to it. They 
called this land Kanienkah, 
which means "Land of the 
Flint". The dispute was 
settled in 1977 when the 
State of New York awarded 
the Mohawk land along 
Schuyler and Altoona 
Lakes in Clinton County 

From the Kanienkah 
uprising came a flag used 
by Mohawk in Canada and the United States and on all Mohawk lands. 
It was originally described by its designer, Karoniaktajeh (Louis Hall), 
Secretary of the Ganienkeh Council Fire: "The field of the flag is red, a 
warm color and one highly favored by Native Americans. The yellow 
disk in the center symbolizes the sun with its rays reaching the edge. 
The Indian head [Mohawk warrior] in the center wears a single feather, 
indicating oneness or unit}^ of purpose in our drive to national and 
racial survival. The face is represented in brown and orange, the hair 
and feather in black with highlights of blue. The flag is a symbol of the 
unity of purpose toward economic, political, and spiritual sovereignty 
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by Native Indians, such as are enjoyed by ail the peoples of the world." 
(Karoniaktajeh, "Ganienkeh", The Flag Bulletin,yNlA,]\x\YlAug. 1977, 
cover & 108-111). 

The Kanienkah flag has become common at protests throughout the 
lands of the entire Iroquois League. The ideals of the flag have been 
exemplified by other actions taken by the Mohawk. The Mohawk 
Nation issues its people passports, which, surprisingly, have been accepted 
by many border officials. This level of international acceptance of nation
hood is unparalleled in other tribes, and may reflect heightened awareness 
stemming from wide use of the Mohawk flag. 


