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INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA ✪

Population Rank: U.S. ....  # 12
Indiana ......  # 1

Proportions:  2:3 (usage)

Adopted:  20 May 1963 (official)

DESIGN:  The flag of Indianapolis has a dark blue field with a white
five-pointed star pointing upwards in the center.  Around the star is a
circular field in red.  Surrounding the red field is a white ring, from
which extend four white stripes from top to bottom and from hoist to
fly, thus creating four equal quadrants in the field.  The stripes are about
one-seventh the width of the flag, with the white ring the same width as
the stripes.  The diameter of the red circle is about two-ninths the width
of the flag.
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SYMBOLISM:  The large white star represents the Soldiers and Sailors
Monument, a landmark in the city’s center, as well as the status of
Indianapolis as the state capital.  The white circle and the red field within
it depict the Monument Circle area of the city.  The color red also
signifies, according to the ordinance of adoption, the driving energy and
urge for progress that has made the City of Indianapolis race ahead.  The
four white stripes, each at a ninety-degree angle to the circle, represent
North and South Meridian Streets, vertically, and East and West Market
Streets, horizontally.  The four quadrants of dark blue symbolize the
residential areas of the city.  The colors of the flag—red, white, and
blue, also the colors in the United States flag—symbolize the citizens’
patriotism.

The city flag assumed a new role as the de facto, though not de jure,
symbol of Marion County on 1 January 1970, when the city and county
merged their governments into “Unigov”.  Marion is the only one of
Indiana’s 92 counties to adopt this form of government.

HOW SELECTED:  A contest was held by the John Herron Art Insti-
tute in 1962.

DESIGNER:  The winner was Roger Gohl, a student at the Institute.

FORMER FLAG:  Gohl’s de-
sign reworked the best elements
of the city’s first flag, adopted
on 21 June 1915. Ironically, no
flag of the 1915 version was
made until 1960, when Mrs.
Norma Gribler sewed one, just
two years before a new flag was
adopted.  The earlier flag, de-

signed by Harry B. Dynes, a city resident, is divided vertically into two
sections, the first of which is two-fifths of the flag’s length.  On a blue
field is depicted a white circle, about 3/18ths the width of the section,
with four spokes radiating diagonally to each of the four corners of the
section, thus forming four quadrants.  In the top and bottom quad-
rants, there are two large white stars, one superimposed vertically over
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the other in the quadrant’s center.  In the hoist and fly quadrants, the
stars are placed similarly, but smaller and farther apart so that there is a
star at each of the spokes’ intersections.  One large white star, also on a
blue field, is in the center of the inner circle; superimposed on it is the
corporate seal of the city in gold.  Nine alternating red and white hori-
zontal stripes occupy the remaining three-fifths of the flag.

The white circle in the blue field represented the city’s center, Monu-
ment Place (now called Monument Circle), and the four diagonal spokes
represented the four major avenues radiating from the Circle:  Ken-
tucky, Massachusetts, Indiana, and Virginia.  The large white star sym-
bolized the city’s mayor, whose power was denoted by the corporate
seal.  The four large stars in the top and bottom quadrants stood for the
city clerk, city controller, city police judge, and the school board; the
four smaller stars represented the board of public works, board of safety,
board of health, and park board.  Lastly, the nine stripes symbolized the
nine city councilmen.


