
162 American City Flags

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI ✪

Population Rank: U.S. ..  # 109
Mississippi ......  # 1

Proportions:  2:3 (usage)

Adopted:  12 January 1993 (official)

DESIGN:  Jackson’s flag has a dark green field with a narrow white
cross in the center, running from hoist to fly and top to bottom, each
arm one-ninth the width of the hoist.  Superimposed over the center of
the cross is a narrow yellow ring enclosing a disk, the overall diameter of
which is half the width of the hoist.  Within the ring on a light blue
field four-ninths the width of the flag is a large yellow five-pointed star,
one-third the width of the flag, one point upright in the center.  The
colors are “Dartmouth Green”, “French Blue”, and “Spanish Yellow”.

SYMBOLISM:  The star represents Jackson’s status as the capital of
Mississippi.  The blue field behind the star denotes the city’s position
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on the Pearl River.  The white cross symbolizes Jackson as the “Cross-
roads of the South”.

HOW SELECTED:  A contest, apparently sponsored by the city, and
open to all city residents, was held in 1992.

DESIGNER:  The flag is a combination of the similar themes of 25
entries among the 167 who submitted designs, blended by the six judges
of the contest, and assisted by vexillologist Clay Moss.  The only en-
trant named in contemporary newspaper accounts is 11-year old Tif-
fany Dennis.

MORE ABOUT THE FLAG:  The first flag cost $270, provided by
Metro Jackson Convention and Visitor’s Bureau.

FORMER FLAG:  The former flag
of Jackson was apparently unofficial,
developed by city officials and rep-
resentatives of the Metrocenter Mall
when mall officials, who wanted to
fly city flags at the mall, learned that
Jackson had no city flag.  William

Hobson, manager of the mall, presented the first flag to the city council
on 14 February 1978.

The flag has a white field.  In the center is a depiction in red of the head
and shoulders of President Andrew Jackson (for whom the city was
named) in three-quarter profile facing toward the fly, with the collar of
his coat buttoned under his chin.  Centered immediately below the
collar, in small white figures, is 1822, commemorating the founding of
the city.  The figure is about 1.25 units high by 1.25 units wide at its
widest point on a flag of 3 by 5 units.  JACKSON is centered above the
figure and MISSISSIPPI centered below, all in dark blue letters one-
half unit high.


