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CHEYENNE, WYOMING ✪

Population Rank: U.S. ..  # 565
Wyoming ......  # 1

Proportions:  3:5 (usage)

Adopted:  Circa 1985 (unofficial)

DESIGN:  The flag of Cheyenne has a white field with a brown border
and the city’s emblem in the center.  On a flag of 3 by 5 feet, the border
is 4 inches wide.  The emblem, which resembles a seal, is 25 inches in
diameter and consists of an outer ring in white edged in brown, and an
inner ring in brown, edged in white.  In the outer ring appears in brown
CITY OF, centered and curved clockwise above, and CHEYENNE,
centered and curved counterclockwise below, all 2.5 inches high.  In
the inner ring appears THE EQUALITY STATE, centered and curved
clockwise above and WYOMING, centered and curved counterclock-
wise below, all in yellow letters 1 inch high.  Separating the phrases in
the inner ring are two sets of three white stars, the middle star larger
than the others.  Occupying most of the center of the emblem is a
brown bull bison on white, standing in three-quarter profile, facing the
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hoist with its left shoulder at the center.  In the center, below the grass
below the bison’s feet, is 1867 in brown, perhaps three-quarters of an
inch high.

SYMBOLISM:  The bison appears on the Wyoming state flag, although
depicted differently.  The first charter for the government of the city of
Cheyenne was adopted in 1867, in what was then a part of the Dakota
Territory.  Wyoming is called “The Equality State” because of the rights
women have traditionally held here.  In 1869 Wyoming’s territorial
legislature enacted a bill granting women the right to vote, the first
government in the world to do so.

HOW SELECTED:  Mayor Don Erickson asked his staff to develop
a city flag.

DESIGNER:  Central Services Superintendent Ron Harnish.

MORE ABOUT THE FLAG:  The city emblem was adopted officially
on 11 July 1994 by the city council, but without the date, 1867, which
still appears on the flag.  The border on Wyoming’s state flag, although
a different color, may have inspired the border on the Cheyenne flag.

FORMER FLAG:  Cheyenne used a flag for its centennial commemo-
ration in 1967.  This flag has a red field with a narrow white border

inside a wider blue border.  In the center
of the flag is a bucking horse, head down
and tossing a cowboy in the air toward the
hoist, all in white.  Around this figure, in
white letters forming a circle, is • CHEY-
ENNE • WYOMING • over the top and

CENTENNIAL • 1867 • 1967 below.  The figure evidently recalls a
true incident, the famous bronco, known as Muggins, throwing the
rider Albert (Stub) Farlow; it is a common Wyoming emblem.


