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HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT ✪

Population Rank: U.S. ..  # 179
Connecticut ......  # 2

Proportions:  4:7 (usage)

Adopted:  12 September 1983 (official)

DESIGN:  The flag of Hartford bears a white disk, a modified version
of the city seal, centered on a blue field.  Surrounding the disk is a wide
blue ring reading CITY OF HARTFORD at the top and CONNECTI-
CUT at the base, separated by two five-pointed stars, all in white.  A
thin white ring outlines the circumference of the blue ring.  In the
center of the disk is the coat of arms of the city:  On a white shield is a
hart fording a stream, facing the hoist; in the background is a landscape
and in the foreground a single grapevine, all in blue.  The outline of the
shield, along with mantling of leaves across the top and sides of the
shield, the American eagle with spread wings at the top of the shield
facing the hoist, and the scroll with the motto POST NUBILA
PHOEBUS below the shield, are in gold outlined in blue.
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Note:  The difference between the city seal and the one on the flag is
the seal on the flag does not have SEAL OF THE in its inscription
before CITY OF HARTFORD around the top of the disk.

SYMBOLISM:  The city was named for Hertford, England, and the
hart fording a stream is a symbolic play on the name “Hartford”.  In the
forefront is a grapevine, a reference to the state of Connecticut, of which
Hartford is the capital, as the state seal bears three grapevines.  The
American eagle used in the crest was a popular motif in American seals
in the 1800s (the city seal was adopted on 19 April 1852).  The Latin
motto Post Nubila Phoebus means “After the Clouds, the Sun”.

HOW SELECTED:  Unknown.

DESIGNER:  Unknown.

MORE ABOUT THE FLAG:  A part of the preamble to the adoption
of the city flag states:  At the Court of Common Council meeting of 14
February 1983 a resolution was passed stating that the Court of Common
Council wishes to recognize the old flag as the basis for the official City of
Hartford Flag.

Later, the Traveler’s Insurance Company (Hartford is sometimes referred
to as the Insurance Capital of America, with so many insurance com-
panies which have been  headquartered there or nearby) donated a royal
blue flag with the seal of the city of Hartford at a special ceremony
held in the court of common council.

On 12 September 1983, the mayor and the court of common council
requested a resolution to accept this flag as the official flag of the City of
Hartford and request that the Administration of the City of Hartford and
Corporation Counsel take whatever steps necessary for the adoption and
protection thereof; and be it further resolved, That the Mayor and Court of
Common Council congratulate the Travelers Insurance Company for pro-
viding the City of Hartford with its first official flag …  Since the mayor and
court of common council requested a resolution to make the design
the official flag on 12 September 1983, it appears that this, rather than
14 February 1983, is the official adoption date.
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FORMER FLAGS:  There was no prior official flag used by the city.
However, there must have been at least one prior unofficial flag, as the
language of one of the resolutions above refers to “the old flag as a basis
for the official City of Hartford flag”. JC  


