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Design Analysis
The flags of Russia’s federal subjects reveal trends in flag design when studied 

and analyzed.  Each flag was investigated to confirm that it was, indeed, an offi-
cial flag of the region.  In several cases a flag shown on a website or in a flag cata-
log was not an official symbol and the federal subject had not yet adopted a flag.  
In addition, with the consolidations that have occurred since 2005 the status of 
some flags has become unclear.  Several consolidated territories have continued to 
use the flag of the main territory or district, while others have formed commissions 
to work on new symbols.  As of 23 September 2009, 81 of the 83 federal subjects 
had officially adopted flags.  These 81 were considered in this design analysis.

Design Basics

Examination of the flags and coats of arms of the federal subjects reveal an 
interesting trend in subnational flag designs of the modern Russian Federation.  
While the vast majority of the flag designs were created since 1991, the legacy of 
traditional Russian heraldry is quite evident.  Of the 81 federal subjects with flags, 
66 (81%) of them have flags based at least in part upon their coats of arms.  Seven 
flags (9%) are armorial banners which replicate the shields of the arms.  Another 
24 (30%) incorporate the full coat of arms into the designs.  Most numerous are 
the flags that include at least one element from the arms—35 flags or 43% of all 
flags.

To identify other trends in flag design, the 81 flags initially were divided into 
four basic categories:  solid fields, striped fields, quartered/crossed flags, and diag-
onally-divided fields.  The majority of the flags (72%) have striped designs.  There 
are also a significant number with solid fields (22%).  Four flags are quartered or 
crossed, and one flag is divided into diagonal stripes.  In addition, five flags have 
triangles at the hoist, one of these has a solid field and four are striped.
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Figure 2.  Basic designs of the flags of the Federal Subjects.
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Figure 3.  Striped flags by category.

Of the striped flags, 46 include charges and 12 have no additional symbols 
other than the stripes.  There are many more horizontal than vertical stripes.  On 
14% of the striped flags a single vertical stripe is at either the hoist or fly.  Four of 
the striped flags also have triangles at the hoist.

8.   For more information on tribar flags, see “Triband (flag)”, Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Triband_(flag), accessed 27 August 2008; for more information on tricolors, see “Tricolour”, Wikipe-
dia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tricolour, accessed 27 August 2008.

The national flag of Russia is both a tribar flag and a tricolor flag.  Tribars are 
divided into three stripes—horizontally, vertically, or diagonally.  On the Rus-
sian flag the stripes are horizontal.  Tricolor refers to the fact that the flag has a 
field of three colors.  Both tribar and tricolor designs are popular worldwide, and 
the same is true of the federal subjects.  Among the flags of the federal subjects, 
20 are horizontal tribars and 17 are tricolors.  In addition, three flags give the 
impression of horizontal tricolored tribar flags, except that some of their stripes 
are scalloped on the top edge.8

One final aspect of basic flag design that should be discussed is the propor-
tions.  Flag proportions are usually described as the ratio of the width of the flag 
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(measured top to bottom at the hoist) to the length of the flag (the distance from 
the hoist to the fly).  Most of the flags of Russia’s federal subjects use one of two 
proportions—1:2 or 2:3.  Nearly a quarter use the ratio of 1:2, the proportions 
of the old Soviet flag.  However, over the years a number of federal subjects have 
changed their flags to 2:3, the proportions of the current Russian tricolor, so that 
today the majority of Russia’s subnational flags match the proportions of the 
national flag.  Two of the federal subjects use unique proportions:  the Republic 
of Chuvashia (5:8) and Penza Oblast (1:1.6).

Colors Used in the Flags

No study of flags would be complete without a discussion of the colors used.  
Color is so significant that many flags use color alone for their symbolism.  Deter-
mining which colors to count was not as easy as it might sound.  One possible 
technique would have been to count only “field” colors, but this presented some 
issues.  For example, consider a flag with a triangle at the hoist and two stripes 
at the fly—is the triangle a symbol or would that color count?  What about the 
color of a large cross that extends to all four sides of the flag?  A number of the 
flags include scalloped or wavy stripes representing water.  Are these stripes sym-
bols or are they part of the field?  In some cases (such as that of Leningrad Oblast) 
it is clear that the wavy stripes are more than symbols; they are intended to pres-
ent the image of a striped field.  And what about fimbriation colors—should they 
be counted?  The federal subjects tend to assign meaning to all the colors used, 
demonstrating that they are considered important to the design.  So, rather than 
approaching the question strictly as a vexillologist, it was posed from the perspec-
tive of residents of the federal subject—if asked about the colors of their flag, what 
would they say?  Using this point of view, all of the principal colors used in the 
fields of the flags were counted—those used in solid backgrounds, all stripes in 
the field, hoist triangles, crosses, and scalloped/wavy lines.  Colors used in arms, 
symbols, and disks (since they are part of the symbols) were not counted.  For 
example, the rainbow on the flag of the Jewish Autonomous Oblast was consid-
ered to be a symbol, rather than seven stripes, based on the consistency across vari-
ous descriptions where the flag was described as white with a rainbow and color 
meanings were not assigned to the individual rainbow colors.

The flags of the federal subjects demonstrate variety in the number of colors 
used.  17 flags (21%) have only one color in their fields.  Bicolored flags total 22, 
or 27% of all the flags.  The influence of the national flag might well explain the 
number of flags which use three colors—35, or 43%.  Finally, 7 flags (9%) use 
four or more colors.


