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CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE ✪

Population Rank: U.S. ..  # 848
New Hampshire ......  # 3

Proportions:  3:5 (official)

Adopted:  10 December 1979 (official)

DESIGN:  The City flag shall be of the design indicated below with or
without the words CONCORD and NEW HAMPSHIRE as they appear
thereon.  The official design and color scheme of the flag will be on file with
the City Clerk.  (Section 1-2-3 of the Concord City Code)

The flag has three vertical
stripes of dark blue, white, and
dark blue, with the center stripe
being twice as wide as the other
two stripes.  On the center
white stripe is a Concord
Coach in red with a black
outline and with yellow wheels,
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with CONCORD above the coach and NEW HAMPSHIRE below it,
all in dark blue block letters.  The alternative official version omits the
words.

SYMBOLISM:  Concord, New Hampshire, was the birthplace of the
famous Concord Coach.  In 1827 Lewis Downing, who owned a wagon
wheel shop in Concord, formed a partnership with J. Stephen Abbott
and developed their famous coach, which provided a smoother ride
than its predecessors.  Their company, Abbott, Downing & Company,
and its successors produced thousands of stagecoaches until it was dis-
solved and the name acquired by Wells Fargo in 1927.

HOW SELECTED:  Unknown.

DESIGNER:  Unknown.

MORE ABOUT THE FLAG:  A flag
different from the 1979 code currently
hangs in the city manager’s office.  It
has a dark blue vertical hoist stripe,
one-third the width of the flag.  On
the remaining white field is a Concord
Coach with CONCORD above and

NEW HAMPSHIRE below, as in the official version adopted in 1979.
While these inscriptions read correctly on the reverse of the flag, the
coach runs the opposite direction.  In addition, the red Concord Coach’s
body has black ornamentation on it.

FORMER FLAGS:   Concord has had
at least four other flags, some de facto.
About 1950 a de facto city flag had
three equal vertical stripes of white,
dark blue, and white.  On the center
stripe is the city seal in color with a
dove holding a red scroll inscribed with

NEW HAMPSHIRE in gold over the top.  CITY OF appears on the
hoist stripe and CONCORD on the fly stripe, all in gold.
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An article in the Concord Monitor of 22
October 1979, illustrates a civic flag
proposal.  It has a dark blue vertical
hoist stripe, one-third the width of the
flag.  On the top section of this stripe
is a white dove holding an olive branch

in its beak, flying toward the right or fly of the flag.  Below the dove is
a white five-pointed star.  It shows the Concord Coach, as in the official
version, with CITY OF CONCORD, N.H. in dark blue letters arched
over the top of the coach, and 1853 in white on a dark blue scroll below
the coach. The article explains the symbols:  A dove holding an olive branch
for peace, which in Latin is “concord” [concord actually means “agreement”.
The Latin word for “peace” is pax.].  A star shows that Concord is the state
capital.  The blue is the color of New Hampshire.  The Concord Coach represents
Concord; the city was incorporated in 1853.  This design was the result of an
eight-month search by a council committee, and combined the best
features of “five or six designs” submitted.  Wendell and Ralph Holt,
who owned a flag and home furnishings shop in Concord, assisted
with the design.

This article also states there were two
other existing city flags.  The first, de-
scribed in the October 1979 city code
as official, had three equal vertical
stripes of white, dark blue, and white,
with the city seal in color at the top of
the hoist stripe.  In the center, on the

blue stripe, is a white dove with an olive branch in its beak flying down-
ward toward the hoist.

Another flag was designed in 1951 by
a high school student.  It has three
equal vertical stripes of dark blue,
white, and dark blue, with the city seal
in color in the center stripe.  Below it
in block letters is CITY OF CON-
CORD.


