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Proportions:  1:2
Adopted:  April 2005 (signature 

designed in 1995) 

Population Rank:  Canada. . . . 59
        Province. . . .7

Wood Buffalo, Alberta

DESIGN:  The flag of the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo has a 
blue field bearing the region’s corporate signature in white.  The corporate 
signature has two components:  the symbol and the word mark.  The sym-
bol, at the left, is a disc enclosing a stylized wood buffalo head in white with 
blue details to the right of four irregular arching sections in white edged in 
blue, all nearly half the height of the flag.  The beard of the buffalo extends 
slightly beyond the border of the disc.  To the right is Regional Municipal-
ity above of Wood Buffalo extending nearly to the fly, in white sans-serif 
letters; “Wood Buffalo” is in larger and bolder letters.

SYMBOLISM:  The symbolism is explained by the city:  The buffalo [Bison 
bison athabascae] is the core of the municipality’s symbol.  It represents resis-
tance, durability, and endurance.  It embodies our spirit of enduring and adapt-
ing to constant transformation.  The area above the crest [upper part of the logo] 
represents the aurora borealis, or northern lights, and symbolizes the inspiration 
we draw from the environment.  This inspiration is manifested in our ties to the 
richness of the oil sands as a key part of our economy.  Our strong association to 
our native communities is reflected in the four sections of the aurora borealis arc 
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surrounding our corporate symbol.  These points represent the four cornerstones 
of native culture—the mental, emotional, physical, and spiritual aspects of our 
lives—and symbolize the need for a balanced lifestyle in our community.

HOW SELECTED:  Unknown.  

DESIGNER:  Designed by a graphics firm.

FORMER FLAG:  The former flag was 
created after the ten communities of 
Wood Buffalo amalgamated in 1995.  It 
is a Canadian pale design in blue-white-
blue.  In the centre is the municipality’s 
original corporate logo, a naturalistic 

head of a wood buffalo, in blue and white on a red field, within a blue ring.  
Three parallel lines emanate in each of the cardinal directions, the central 
line slightly longer.  Around the outside of the top half of the ring is a band 
of blue and white with a geometric pattern.

As explained by the city:  The corporate symbol is made up of a roundel and linear 
bars representing a compass, pointing north, south, east, and west.  This geographic 
reference had been chosen to symbolize the sheer size and scale of the municipality 
[the largest in Canada by area].  The style of the compass reflects the character of 
the First Nations art in order to identify the region’s original inhabitants.  By its 
very power and presence, the bison (buffalo) presents an ideal symbol for a vibrant, 
strong community.  It represents vigour and fortitude.  By its gregarious nature, 
it also symbolizes community.  By its history, it represents ideas of perseverance, 
endurance, and renewal.  It stands for the individual’s independence as well as for 
the collected group, living together in mutual support and harmony.  The semicir-
cular form above the roundel represents the aurora borealis.  This awe-inspiring 
phenomenon is a natural feature unique to northern regions.  It has been chosen 
here to symbolize the unparalleled experience of life in the North.  This abstract 
form is intended to appear umbrella-like, in this reference, to convey the sense that 
the aurora is a canopy enveloping the region and connecting together the people 
who live in this northern municipality.
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