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Summary

Currently 81 federal subjects of Russia—all but two—have their own flags.  
The designs are colorful and distinctive.  Striped designs (72%) outnumber the 
flags with solid fields (22%).  However, only a small number of flags rely solely 
upon stripes for their symbolism.  The majority of designs are more complex and 
unique.  Each flag represents a different region, uses different colors, and incor-
porates different symbols.  While many flags have similar designs, no one pattern 
dominates.  As a result, the flags of the federal subjects are a colorful collection of 
unique symbols.  One clear trend is the heraldic nature of the flags—81% of the 
flags are based in some way upon the regional coats of arms.  

Russian sources are usually careful to stress that the Russian Federation consists 
of 83 federal subjects, rather than to say that it is divided into 83 federal subjects.  
The phraseology may seem like semantics, but it is an important distinction for 
the Russians.  Each federal subject is considered an integral, indivisible part of the 
Russian Federation.  In the designs of their flags and the symbolism assigned to 
them, the majority of the federal subjects stress their role as a part of the greater 
whole.  They do so through the use of the national colors and through the use of 
symbols which demonstrate their unity with Russia.  In addition, most federal 
subjects have adopted the official 2:3 proportions of the national flag.  It seems 
that the lessons of Russian history have taught that the whole is stronger than any 
individual territory.

Figure 21.  The crowns and reindeer antler ornaments of (clockwise, from top 
left) Tyumen Oblast, Khanty-Mansi Autonomous Okrug, Yamalo-Nenets 
Autonomous Okrug, and Nenets Autonomous Okrug.
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While modern Russia still faces many challenges, it seems to be coming to 
terms with its diversity and with its past.  Across the flags of the federal subjects 
one can find the symbols of a range of peoples, each with their own unique cul-
ture.  Four major world religions are symbolized in flags of the federal subjects.  
It is interesting to see the wide variety of cultural symbols drawn from the tradi-
tions of the many peoples who live in the country.

The story of Russian history is told in many of the flags—the time of the tsars 
and the Russian Empire, the period of the Soviet Union, the trauma of invasion 
and the glory of victory, and the contrast of ancient traditions and industrial devel-
opment.  A consistent theme across the designs is the willingness of the people to 
defend their homeland.

It is also interesting to see how the flag designs illustrate the geographic diver-
sity and the immense size of the Russian Federation.  The shores of the Baltic Sea 
and the Pacific coast, the mountains of the Caucasus, the sunny regions in the 
south, the snowy regions of the north, and the vastness of Siberia—all are repre-
sented on the flags.  A number of the flags depict water in their designs, and even 
more assign water-related symbolism to the color blue in their flags.  All of the 
major rivers of the Russian Federation, and the coastlines with a variety of seas and 
oceans, are represented.  A wide variety of wildlife appears on the flags, including 
eagles, partridges, fish, bees, camels, bears, martens, sables, and Siberian tigers—
all demonstrating the diverse fauna of the country.

As a result of the wide variety of designs and the broad range of symbolism 
used, a study of the flag designs of the federal subjects tells a great deal about the 
regions of Russia, and about the Russian Federation as a whole, and each flag has 
a story to tell.


