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FORT SMITH, ARKANSAS

Population Rank: U.S. ..  # 323
Arkansas ......  # 2

Proportions:  4:7 (usage)

Adopted:  Circa 1912-1913 (official status uncertain)

DESIGN:  The flag of Fort Smith is a horizontal tribar of equal dark
blue, white, and red stripes, with a gold canton.  The canton overlays
the top two stripes at the hoist.  In the center of the canton is the city’s
seal, blue letters and figures on white.  On a flag of 12 by 21 units, the
canton is 8 units square and the seal’s diameter is 4.7 units.  Around the
seal’s edge is a narrow beveled ring that encloses another ring on which
appears CITY OF FORT SMITH ARK. in a Times Roman font, arched
clockwise around the seal from 9 o’clock to 3 o’clock.  Curved below in
an Arial font, counterclockwise, is INCORPORATED A.D. 1842.  The
inner edge of this ring is made up of dots.  In the seal’s center, occupy-
ing most of the field, is a large bald eagle, with wings outstretched,
facing the fly.  From the eagle’s neck to the bottom of the seal, thus
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covering most of its body, is a heraldic shield divided horizontally into
three parts.  The top segment shows a paddle-wheel river-boat, steam-
ing toward the hoist.  The center segment depicts a plow on the hoist
side and a beehive on the fly side.  A shock of wheat occupies the bot-
tom segment.  On the eagle’s hoist wing rests a winged angel on a laurel
bough, looking toward the fly, arms outstretched as if to steady the
shield, legs extended along the hoist edge of the shield to the bottom.

On the eagle’s fly side are two elements, a ribbon issuing from its beak
with two visible sections bearing REGNANT POPULUS (“The
People Rule”); and below the ribbon, an unsheathed sword, slanted
along the shield’s edge so the point of the sword is toward the hoist,
and the hilt toward the fly.  In the center above the eagle’s head is a
small Goddess of Liberty standing on what appears to be a cloud.  Fac-
ing the hoist, her left hand holds a staff surmounted by a liberty cap,
and her right hand gestures toward the hoist holding a wreath.  Curved
next to the goddess’s right hand on the hoist side are three tiny five-
pointed stars enclosed in squares, and beyond her left hand are five
more. Without the light stars, this design essentially reproduces the state
seal of Arkansas.

SYMBOLISM:  The red, white, and blue are colors in the United States
and Arkansas flags.  Gold suggests the value placed by the citizenry on
its city.  The eagle on the seal is said to represent speed and wisdom, as
well as generosity and forgiveness.  The three stars on the hoist side
above the eagle reputedly represent the three nations that ruled Arkan-
sas before the United States (France, Spain, and the United Kingdom).
The five stars on the fly side symbolize the five Native American tribes
who once occupied Western Arkansas (presumably the Caddo, Chero-
kee, Choctaw, Osage, and Quapaw).  The angel on the hoist side repre-
sents Mercy; the sword on the fly side, Justice.  The riverboat on the
shield stands for commerce on the Arkansas River; the plow and bee-
hive symbolize agriculture; and the wheat represents the fertile lands
of the Arkansas Valley.

HOW SELECTED:  Information unavailable.

DESIGNER:  Information unavailable.
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MORE ABOUT THE FLAG:  The flag is believed to have been adopted
around 1912-1913 when the city adopted a new commission form of
government.

FORMER FLAGS:  Fort Smith
may have had a previous flag,
with a somewhat different city
seal.  An additional outer ring
surrounds the seal, with a five-
pointed star on either side at the
midpoints horizontally.  Curved
above in an Arial font is ALL
FOR ONE; and below, ONE
FOR ALL.  This ring was later
omitted from the seal, perhaps
in the 1912-1913 civic govern-
ment transition.


