
84 American City Flags

COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA ✪

Population Rank: U.S. ..  # 191
South Carolina ......  # 1

Proportions:  2:3 (usage)

Adopted:  1912 (official)

DESIGN:  The flag of Columbia has a dark blue field.  In its center is
the city’s seal with a diameter of 3 units on a field of 6:9.  The seal has
two concentric yellow circles around its outer circumference, one inside
the other, forming a ring with a dark blue field.  CITY of COLUMBIA
S.C. curves clockwise over the top and JUSTITIA VIRTUTUM
REGINA curves below, counterclockwise, all in white.  In the center of
the seal, facing outward, is a female figure, Justice.  Blindfolded, she
holds the scales of justice in her left hand, which is slightly raised; in
her right hand she holds an unsheathed sword, point on the ground.
Her gown is white, with a brown lining visible at her feet and in the
drape on her left side.  She stands on yellow ground, the background
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behind her is sky blue.  In the field curving on either side of the seal are
a stalk of corn on the hoist side and a cotton plant on the fly side.  The
corn plant has green leaves, two yellow ears of corn with brown tassels,
and a third ear of corn at the top with only the brown tassel.  The
cotton plant has green leaves, a brown stem, and four white cotton
tufts.  Both plants are large, and occupy about 4.5 units of the field, top
to bottom.

SYMBOLISM:  The seal shows Justice reigning symbolically.  Corn
and cotton were the principal crops in the Columbia area when the flag
was adopted.

HOW SELECTED:  A contest was held, with a $25 prize going to the
winner.

DESIGNER:  A local schoolteacher, whose name has been lost in offi-
cial records.

MORE ABOUT THE FLAG:  The flag was developed as a memento
for the men and women from Columbia who have served in the United
States Armed Forces.


