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Twenty-three years ago I took over as editor of The Modern Schoolman—
the sixth oldest continuing journal of philosophy in this country. The journal

was founded in 1925 by the Jesuits at Saint Louis University. Illustrious con-

tributors included Jacques Maritain, Etienne Gilson, Joseph Owens, Vernon

J. Bourke, Jügen Habermas, and Sarah Broadie, to mention but the first half-

dozen to come immediately to mind.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank especially, John P. Doyle,

Richard Blackwell, Donald Mertz, Richard Dees, Shuni’chi Takayanagi, S. J.,

and Roland J. Teske, S. J., for their gentle criticisms, artful reviews, and

watchful eyes for potential contributors. In recent years, the journal was hon-

ored by Eleonore Stump who allowed The Modern Schoolman to publish the

proceedings of the bi-annual Henle Conference in the History of Philosophy,

which she sponsors as the Henle Chair of Philosophy. I am also the benefici-

ary of the rock-like support and bracing encouragement of the honorable and

inimitable Theodore R. Vitali, C.P., chair of the Saint Louis University De-

partment of Philosophy. Recognition, too, must be given to the ever-cheerful

and tenacious trouble-shooter, Jamie Hendrix, who has been my business-

manager in the latter years of my tenure as editor. I sincerely and humbly

thank each one of you, as well as many who must go unmentioned, although

not forgotten by me.

Looking forward to retirement and being acutely aware of the limitations

that an ever-weakening eyesight impose on an editor, I had asked chairman

Vitali to begin a search for a new editor. The good news is that, after several

years of careful search, Jonathan Jacobs eagerly stepped forth. This man has

the native intelligence, the philosophical sophistication, and the professional

contacts, to take this journal to the highest level of influence in the on-going

argument that is the tradition of philosophy.

Fare Forward, Jonathan!
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