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William P. Alston (1921–2009) was the founding editor of the Philosophy Research 
Archives, the publication now known as the Journal of Philosophical Research. The 
Archives project was established in 1974 after discussions among representatives of the 
American Philosophical Association (Lewis White Beck, Norman E. Bowie, and Vere 
C. Chappell), the American Council of Learned Societies, the Canadian Philosophical 
Association (John King-Farlow), the Humanities Research Council of Canada (J. G. 
Dawson), and the Philosophy Documentation Center (Richard H. Lineback). Alston 
participated in the final planning meeting for the project in August 1974, along with Vere 
Chappell, John King-Farlow, and Gregory Vlastos. They produced the final document 
that served as the governing policy statement for this new annual publication, and it is 
likely that Alston was the principal author.

That statement, dated August 22nd, 1974, emphasized that the “basic purpose” 
of the Archives was “to assist younger scholars in obtaining a fair evaluation of their 
research” regardless of the subject or length of their articles and including, as eligible 
submissions, bibliographical papers, historical studies, and other papers that, for reasons 
other than quality, were not likely to be of interest to standard philosophy journals. The 
Archives was to be published on microfiche, not in print format, to avoid the page limita-
tions of standard journal issues. Annual volumes were to be produced, distributed, and 
preserved by the Philosophy Documentation Center, which also agreed to make single 
articles available on demand. Abstracts were required for each article for automatic 
inclusion in The Philosopher’s Index. The Archives project was also sponsored by the 
American Philosophical Association and the Canadian Philosophical Association, and 
each association had representatives on the journal’s board.

Alston was the first editor of the Philosophy Research Archives, and he shaped the 
policies for refereeing and correspondence with authors. He supervised the publication 
of a wide range of philosophical work in the Archives, including papers by Catherine 
Elgin, James Felt, Guy Lafrance, Robert Loftin, Maurice Mandlebaum, Joseph Pitt, 
and Paul Weiss, as well as the first English translation of Spinoza’s Tractatus de Intel-
lectus Emendatione. He was succeeded first by Abraham I. Melden in 1978 and then 

Special Supplement Journal of Philosophical Research pp. v–vi
© 2016 Philosophy Documentation Center. ISSN: 1053-8364
doi: 10.5840/jpr201641Supplement66

SELECTED PAPERS IN HONOR OF WILLIAM P. ALSTON



ROBERT AUDIvi

by Robert G. Turnbull in 1981. Turnbull initiated several changes, including first 
publication of the journal in print format. The transition away from microfiche 
was completed in 1990, when the Archives became the Journal of Philosophical 
Research. JPR continued to invite younger scholars to submit papers but also 
became a standard philosophical journal with a progressively wider selection of 
papers. Alston remained influential in guiding this transition. Following Turnbull, 
the journal has been edited (in succession) by Robert Audi, Panayot Butchvarov, 
Hugh J. McCann, and Michael R. DePaul. JPR is now in its fortieth volume, and it 
remains a successful scholarly publication committed to the same goals originally 
outlined in 1974.

As founding editor, Bill Alston combined critical judgment with careful ref-
ereeing and constructive advice to authors. His own work spanned epistemology, 
philosophy of language, philosophy of religion, and major topics in philosophy 
of mind and action. Drawing on his editorial experience editing the Archives, he 
served very successfully as founding editor of Faith and Philosophy, the also 
wide-ranging journal of the Society of Christian Philosophers. Alston’s editorial 
work is widely acknowledged to have been beneficial both for authors he brought 
to publication and editors who followed him. As his former student, as an author 
subject to his editing in several instances, and as an editor myself who discussed 
policy matters with him on several occasions, I can personally attest to his unique 
combination of wide sympathy and critical acumen. The papers in this volume 
reflect engagements with some of his important work, and it is highly appropriate 
that they should appear in this journal.


